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Michael’s Musings 

It‟s hard to believe we‟ve already entered August.  Where has the year gone?  Where has the 
summer gone?  It seems like we were waiting and waiting for school to finally end, and now 
we‟re back at the store buying school supplies.  UGH!  As much as we might rail against this 
thought . . . „time does not stop!‟  Not for me and not for you.  So, what do we make of the time 
we have in this world, what do we do with the time God gives to us?  While we live, do we live 
well; or well, do we just live? 

I don‟t want to just live, I want to live well.  I want my living to make a difference.  Somewhere, 
somehow, in some way, there‟s a difference which is made because I am alive and not just 
because I am alive, but I am alive in Christ.  Because Jesus has made a difference in my life, 
because my life is forever changed, I become a difference maker.   

It‟s our mission in life when we are Christ-followers.  How we go about making that difference 
varies for each individual.  In my belief we are to be passionate and contagious Christ 
followers who make a real and relevant difference in the lives of people around us.  It‟s 
that simple and that complicated all at once.  Is your life making a difference? 

M-25 Ministries 

At our business meeting on July 21, I introduced a new ministry opportunity which comes from 
Matthew 25:31-46, the Parable of the Sheep and Goats.  Please read this passage!  This new 
ministry is about serving one another and the community.  We are so gifted at First Baptist 
Church, so how can we help one another?  We make a difference by using our Spiritual gifts 
and talents.  We are making a database of the people who are willing to volunteer.   Are you 
good with your hands, fixing and repairing?  Are you good with electrical or plumbing issues?  
Can you cut branches, yards, or help clean?  And the list goes on.  How can you help?  We are 
also making a list of people who have a need.  Do you need any of the above, or light bulbs 
changed, batteries in smoke detectors changed, or more.  How can FBC serve you?  Let‟s 
make a difference! See Pastor Michael or Pastor Doug with questions. 

 
See you Sonday, 

Pastor Michael 
 



 
  

Influence for a child 

“Direct your children onto the right path, 
      and when they are older, they will not leave it.” Proverbs 22:6 (NLT) 

To the Faithful Alexandrians and beyond, 

When Harry and Ada Mae Day brought their first child Sandra home from the hospital, it was to a tiny 

ranch house without running water, electricity, or a school within driving distance. But they refused to let 

their surroundings limit them. His father‟s death had kept Harry from attending Stanford University, but 

he never lost hope that his daughter would study there. Ada Mae subscribed to educational newspapers 

and magazines, home-schooled her daughter and later sent her to the best boarding schools. One 

summer the entire family climbed to the dome of every state capitol west of the Mississippi! Sandra did 

attend Stanford, then law school, and eventually became the first woman Supreme Court justice in 

America. The day she was sworn in she donned her robes and took her place among the other justices. 

Then she locked eyes with her family, and the tears began. 

Read Solomon‟s words again: ñDirect your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will 

not leave it.ò What made Sandra Day O‟Connor successful? Intelligence and ambition undoubtedly 

played a part. But much of the credit goes to a determined woman sitting in a 4-room adobe house 

reading to her kids hour after hour, and to parents who climbed the stairways of capitol domes alongside 

them. Chuck Swindoll says, ñAs significant as political, military, educational or religious figures may be, 

none compare to the impact made by mothers [and fathers]. Their words are never forgotten, their touch 

leaves an indelible impressionéthe memory of their presence lasts a lifetime.ò 

I write this a week before VBS and with school starting around the corner! As the extended church 

family, we all can make an impact for the children of our church. No matter what your age, you can be a 

positive influence for those younger beginning their Christian walk or still seeking Him. Get involved with 

our children and help them “onto the right path!” 

Are you thinking about choir this year? We are starting up again this month! This is the BEST time to 

check us out! Come to the òWelcome Back Dinner & Rehearsal” and see how much fun we have as 

we prepare for the Lord‟s ministry in song! 

See you Sunday if not sooner! 

Pastor Doug       txxhenk@yahoo.com 

mailto:txxhenk@yahoo.com


 

  

 

 

 

August Monthly Mission Memo 

Isn‟t it unbelievable that the end of summer is here already!  With the end 
of something, we always turn to the beginning of something new.  Fall is 
the time to think of going back to school, which means it is time for our 
great annual event, the Back to School Rally.  Please pray, pray, pray for 
this to be all that God wants it to be.  If you haven‟t donated school 
supplies yet, please do so.  We are anticipating an even greater turn out for 
the 2nd Annual Back to School Rally and are anxiously preparing to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus for these school children.  The smiles, fun, and 
fellowship warms the heart.  The mission team is so grateful to the First 
Baptist VBS for once again sponsoring the Rally. 

 Another way to make a difference in the community is to be a sponsor for a classroom.  As stated before, 
the teacher‟s supply monies have been cut this year to meet budget.  We will assign a group, family or 
individual with one classroom or a grade level.  There are 90 teachers, so we will need many community 
supporters.  One person needs to agree to be the contact for the teacher.  When the teacher has a need, 
he/she will let that need be known to the contact person.  It will not be an expensive adventure, but will do 
much to show our support and care for the teachers and students.  If you have any questions or want to 
sign up, please contact Gerry Cloncs. 

Please join us for the August 5th Sunday meal, bring a dish to share and your own table service.  
Remember, this is a fellowship opportunity with a purpose of supporting mission work so please donate.  
Watch for more details. 

In His service, 

Gerry Cloncs 

 Who Stole My Church?   

Join us as we read a fictional story that tells the all-too-real tale of many church 
communities today. In this book you can walk alongside an imaginary 
community, led by real-life pastor Gordon MacDonald and his wife Gail, and 
discover how to meet the needs of all believers without abandoning the dreams 
and desires of any. This exciting book will help us expand our own thoughts and 
feelings about our own church, the programs and services we love, and the new 
ideas and plans we are not always so welcome to accept. 

We are offering this book study to everyone, men and women, young and old. The study will meet on 
Thursday evenings for 8 weeks.  The first meeting will be on September 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Branch 
Class room.  Each family participating will need to sign up and request a copy of the book.  The book 
will be available in paperback for $9.50 each and will be ordered on September 1.  Mark your calendars 
and contact the church office to reserve your book right away.   

Won‟t you all join in this opportunity to share in a thought provoking and challenging study for those who 
want to help our church be "alive and…thrive." 

For questions, contact Nancy Chastain, Janet McClead or Cathy Goins 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by Him." Colossians 3:17 

The temple of God is not a building made of brick and mortar. We (His Children) are the temple of God. 
Wherever we go, whatever we do, we are to be doing all in the name of Jesus. We do not live the 
Christian life to gain Salvation that has already been paid by Christ. We live the Christian life so Jesus 
will be glorified in everything we do. Because He lives in you, every day is a holy day, not just Sunday. 
The spiritual life is 24/7 walk for all eternity.  

Have you ever had a home appraised? Get a trusted friend or loved one to give you an appraisal of the 
home where the Holy Spirit dwells.  Are there areas that need repair, restoration, or removal?  

I want to thank the youth for their dedication and service over the last 6 weeks. We have had great turn 

outs for our Mission Tuesdays. They have worked hard and have been faithful in their service to Christ.  

 

In Him,  

Pastor Rob  
 
  

 

  

 

NEWS 

 

 

Childrenõs classes and activities 
 
Sunday Mornings: 

 Sunday School -9:15 

 Children‟s Church - 10:30 

 

 

Sunday Night: 

Nursery Provided 

Youth 6th-12th 6:15-7:30 

 

Wednesday Night: 

Nursery Provided 

Youth Small Groups (Grades 6th-12th) 
6:30-7:30 

 



 

 

Coming to 

First Baptist Church 

Saturday 

August 14th -  4:30 ă 7:30 p.m 

  

2nd Annual Alexandria Back to School Rally 
& Free Preschool/Kindergarten Health Screening 
(Elementary CHAPS Immunization/Health Clinic) 

Required School Health Screenings Available 
¶ Physicals ¶ Dental ¶ Immunizations (K & 6th grade) 

¶ Free Hair Cuts ¶ School Supplies ¶ Food   

¶ Games ¶ Give- a- Ways 
Parents should bring: 
¶ Child 
¶ Parents photo ID  
¶ V{| wĈ§ v©¦¦x¢¨ |¡¡©¢|®t¨|£¢ ¦xv£¦w§ 
¶ V{| wĈ§ u|¦¨{ vx¦¨|y|vt¨x 

 

¶ Any Insurance card, if applicable 
 (if you do not have insurance cover, 

You will not be charged for the 
service 

 

2010 Back to School Donation List 
 

You can be an important part of this ministry by donating items from the following list: 

¶ Clorox wipes 
¶ Kleenex 
¶ Socks 
¶ Underwear 
¶ Rulers 
¶ School scissors 
¶ Crayola Markers 
¶ Trapper Binders 
¶ other usual school supplies  
(This is a community outreach sponsored by Alexandria churches, schools, many local businesses, professionals and volunteers) 

 

 

SNACKS 
¶ Single size chip packs 
¶ Capri Sun or juice boxes 
¶ Snack size cookies or fruit treats 

 
SCHOOL CLOTHING 
¶ $$$ for Gina to make t-shirts (we need about $600) 
¶ Underwear and socks 

 

 

Back to 
School Rally 



 
  

 HAVE FUN IN THE SUN –  BUT BE CAREFUL 

Skin cancer is the most common of all cancer types.  More than 1 million skin cancers 
are diagnosed each year in the United States.  That‟s more than cancers of the 
prostate, breast, lung, colon, uterus, ovaries, and pancreas combined.  The number of 
skin cancer has been increasing over the past few decades. 

The good news is that you can do a lot to protect yourself and your family from skin 
cancer, or to catch it early enough so that it can be treated effectively.  Most skin 
cancers are caused by too much exposure to ultraviolet (UV) rays.  Much of this 
exposure comes from the sun, but some may come from man-made sources, such as 
indoor tanning lamps/beds. 

Finding possible skin cancers doesn‟t require any x-rays or blood test – just your eyes and a mirror.  If 
skin cancer does develop, finding it early is the best way to ensure it can be treated effectively. 

Some people think about sun protection only when they spend a day at the lake, beach, or pool.  But 
sun exposure adds up day after day, and it happens every time you are in the sun.  “Slip! Slop! 
Slap!..and Wrap” is a catch phrase that can help you remember the 4 key methods to use to protect 
yourself from UV radiation: 

¶ Slip on a shirt 

¶ Slop on sunscreen 

¶ Slap on a hat 

¶ Wrap on sunglasses to protect the eyes & sensitive skin around them 

It is recommended to use products with a sun protection factor (SPF) of at least 30.  The SPF number 
represents the level of protection against UVB rays provided by the sunscreen – a higher number 
means more protection. Sunscreens with SPF 30 filter out about 97% of UVB rays.  For best results, 
sunscreens MUST be reapplied at least every 2 hours and even more often if you are swimming or 
sweating.  Remember sunscreens rub off when you towel yourself dry, so will need to reapply. 

Another way to limit exposure to UV light is to avoid being outdoors in sunlight too long.  UV rays are 
strongest when the sun is high in the sky, usually between the hours of 10am and 4pm.   

P.S Avoid tanning beds. 

 

Parish Nurses – Pam & Nancy 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Singers! 
You are invited to be part of the important worship ministry. 

The Welcome Back Dinner and Rehearsal 
for the Adult Choir will be on 

Wednesday, August 25 at 6:00 p.m. 

The Church will provide the meat and beverages. Please bring a side dish to share. 

Adult choir is open to high school age students on up. 

For more information, please see Pastor Doug. 

 

 

 

KAIROS #3 at New Castle Correctional Facility  

August 12-15 
Bob Downey and other team members from Kairos will again be spending the weekend in prison to 
demonstrate the love of Christ to the men inside. First and  foremost, please pray for both the team 
members and the inmates who will spend the weekend together. Additionally, the team will need cookies, 
letters, money, prayer chain links, posters, place mats, etc.,to take inside. Cookie recipes are available at 
the connection center. If you have any questions, please see Bob. If you want to donate by check, please 
make the check out to “Kairos of Indiana”, and put “NCCF#3 Downey” in the subject line. Thanks in 
advance for your prayers and support. 

 

Kairos Prison Ministry  
 

Upcoming Events 

 Sunday ï August 8th ~ Womenôs Sunday 

  Sunday ï August 20th ~ Laymanôs Sunday 

  Monday ï September 6th ~ Labor Day Picnic 

  Sunday ï September 12 ~ The Story 

  Sunday ï October 17 ~ Homecoming Celebration 

 



 

  

CHURCH STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

  

Rev .Dr. Michael Deutsch, Senior Pastor 
mishana826@yahoo.com 

Doug Henkelman, Associate Pastor 
txxhenk@yahoo.com 

Rob Bratcher, Youth & Childrenôs Pastor 
rjbratcher@yahoo.com 

Rita Carter, Office Secretary 
ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net 

 
Please feel free to use the e-mail addresses 
for church and family related communication. 

No junk e-mail please. 

CHURCH WEB SITE: 

alexfbc.com 

 

 

A ministry of Church Street Commons 

Offering gently used clothing and toys for those in need. 

 Operating Hours: 

Monday ð 4 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday ð 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

 

Location: 
202 W. Church St./Canal St. 

Alexandria, IN 
(Annex of Old Baptist Church) 

 
CHURCH STREET COMMONS 

 
Dinners will resume in the fall. 

 

 
“Go into the world and 

be a difference maker!” 

mailto:mishana826@yahoo.com
mailto:txxhenk@yahoo.com
mailto:ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net

