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Michael’s Musings ...

This is the last Newsletter article of the year. Wow! I'm still wondering where the warm weather
went, let alone, where did 2010 go? It's amazing how things work and come together. Have you
ever been the recipient of different events coming together, and in the end, they all make sense?
That’s kind of where I'm at.

In fact, I've been haunted by something lately. No, not a Halloween type of haunting. There is
one word which is on my mind constantly. It's a great but scary word and | have to thank God for
bringing this to my mind as | prepared to preach week 10 of The Story. Okay, what's the word!?
Alright . . . the word is expectations.

It can be a haunting and daunting word. Think about it, experience it, consider it, and meditate
on it.

To understand this word, what does it mean? The dictionary defines expect — to look forward
to; regard as likely to happen; anticipate the occurrence or the coming of. There is the
anticipation that something will occur in the future.

So, what are our expectations? What do we expect from ourselves? What are we looking
forward to and hoping or expecting to happen?

What do we expect from one another? What do we believe should occur from those within our
families, our friends, coworkers, etc.?

What do we expect from God? Not the generic god, which is thrown around by people of all
religions, from Jehovah Witness to Mormon to Church of Scientology to Oprah and beyond. No!
What do we expect from our God, from Jesus, the Christ, the One True Son of Almighty God?
Better yet, what does He expect from you and I? That's often one we don’t want to touch, yet,
it's haunting me. It's leading me to more self-reflection that | want and am comfortable with.
Frankly, | don’t know all the answers, but | do know God wants more from me, not because | am
a pastor, but because He died for me, and He has high expectations, great desires for some
future events to occur.

Whew!! Heavy stuff to chew on at Thanksgiving and Christmas time. But there is no time like the
present to stop all that we are doing. Stop every program in the church; stop every activity in
your home. Just STOP!!' Okay, you think I'm losing it? Actually, I'm not, I'm just wondering if we
become so busy doing the work, that we lose sight of being the creation of God. How often do
we just be and not do?



| don’t have all the answers. Honestly, I'm not sure | have any. But you know what, that is
okay. The fewer answers | have, the more | must rely on God. Some guy named Paul once
said, “for when | am weak, then | am strong.” What does God expect of me? More than |
have ever imagined. It's causing me to change, it hurts, it’s that pruning season, read John 15
and you'll see the reference from Jesus. Ultimately, Jesus comes to the point and reminds us
of this great truth, one you have heard from me many times in the past . . . “l am the vine; you
are the branches. If you abide in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you
can do nothing.”

May we always abide in the Master!!

Blessings and hope to see you Sonday,

FPastor Michael
The Story

I've been amazed at the responses to “The Story”. . . so many positive comments. The people
of FBC have purchased over 300 copies of “The Story”. Isn’t that amazing?! | can’t wait to
see what happens in 2011 as we start back up in “The Story” on January 2, with chapter 12,
and continue until May 22. Thank you for your participation, active listening and learning.

2011

Growing up in Chicago, as a Cubs fan, hall of famer Ernie Banks always had a saying for the
upcoming season. | remember 1969's slogan well, “the Cubs will shine in sixty-nine.” Almost.
Well, as each new year approaches | wonder what a good slogan is for FBC. Of course, not
many words rhyme with eleven. There is one biblical word which rhymes, heaven. To say,
we'll be in heaven in 20-11 isn’t overly encouraging. So, this is what | thought, ‘shoot for 11
in 20-11.” What does it mean? | don't know. But what | do know is this; can you invite 11
people to church in 2011? Can you share with 11 people the difference Jesus has made in
your life? Instead of giving a tithe (10%), will you give 11%? God wants more from us; that
never ends. So, in what ways will you give more of you to the building of His kingdom on
earth?




GODEPEAKING

THROUGHOUT THE AGES...AND STILL TODAY

A DRAMATIC
CHRISTMAS MUSICAL

Presented by
First Baptist Church
Choir and Drama Team

Spread Christmas Joy!

Our Gift to You!

The First Baptist Church
Choir and Drama Team
invite you to attend

"God Speaking"
Sunday, December 12
7:00 p.m.

Refreshments will be served in the
Family Life Center following the
musical and drama presentation.

You may pick up your free
admission ticket at First Baptist
Church. Office hours are 8:00 a.m.
to noon, Monday through Friday.
Tickets may also be picked up
Wednesday evening from 6:30 —
7:30 p.m. or Sunday 9:00 a.m. —
noon.

Seating is limited, so pick up your
tickets soon.

The doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

Join us for Christmas Caroling — Sunday, December 19 — 6:00 p.m.

Meet at the church and then go out to sing Christmas

Carols to our shut-ins! We had a great turnout last year
with both church vans going in opposite directions to
cover more territory! Let's add a caravan for more fun!




Speak to Me

“...Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10b

It's almost here! Christmastime is in the air! | hope you already have your tickets for “God Speaking.” The
program will be Sunday night at 7:00 p.m. on December 12th. The choir and drama team have been
working hard to bring glory to God during this presentation!

Has God been speaking to you, even during this busy time of holiday preparation? In the first book that
bears his name, Samuel even heard the Lord’s voice out loud. Samuel was not ready for that--- the Bible
says that “the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him” (1 Samuel 3:7). On this side of the cross,
and in the age of the internet, the “Word of the Lord” can be revealed in more ways than ever. Are we
taking the time to be sensitive to His voice, in whatever way God chooses?

There is a song in “God Speaking” called, “Speak to Me.” This song can be your prayer this holiday
season:

“Speak to me, speak to me. Lord, will You give me peace?
Tell me truth; call my name through the Christmas noise.
I long to hear Your voice, speak to me.”

The story of the carol “Silent Night! Holy Night!” says that it was written on December 24. Joseph Mohr
was thinking of the night before the day we have to celebrate Christmas, the birth of Jesus.

| believe it is important for everyone to have a “silent night,” especially during the holidays. We all need a
moment of silence, whether day or night, when God can speak to us in a new and fresh way. Not “just
another Christmas” this year, but a time when God speaks to YOU. Allow Him to speak to you to tell you
that He sent His Son to you and especially you because He loves you so much.

Be silent, knowing that “all is calm” and “all is bright” because of God’s personal love to you. Let God
speak to you in the stillness, in your “silent night.”

Thank You, God for your Son, Jesus, which came as a baby so long ago to become my Savior.
Thanks also, God that You still speak, and that You care enough about me that You will
personally speak to me. Speak to me, Lord, for your servant is listening. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

See you Sunday if not sooner!

Pastor Doug txxhenk@yahoo.com
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December Monthly Mission Memo

Thank you to ALL that participated in any way with Operation Christmas Child. This
was another successful experience, being the hands and feet of Jesus. We
collected 602 boxes, 157 coming from FBC-WOW! We packed 42 cartons and
hauled them in 4 vans to Kokomo. Please pray for Elaine Bronner’s trip to North
Carolina and that children’s’ lives will be changed.

What a wonderful, yet busy time of year. We will once again be marching in the Alexandria Christmas parade on
December 31, We are praying that more people will get involved this year. See Linda Nelson or Pastor Rob if you want to
know how you can participate.

Beginning this month and into January, we will be collecting teacher supplies for second semester. There are lists of
specific needs on the connection center bulletin board and a barrel to place your donations. Teachers normally spend
hundreds of dollars beyond what the corporation supplies for their classroom. This year the supplies were cut back;
therefore, there are needs that we can supply.

The Mission Team wants to wish a blessed Christmas, celebrating the Greatest Gift ever given. We would also like to
encourage you to find your personal mission in 2011 and let us know if we can help.

In His service,
Mission Team

For Kids Sake: Think Toy Safety

When Buying Toys: Choose toys with care. Keep in mind the child’s age, interests and skill level. Look for quality
design and construction in all toys. Make sure that all directions are clear and easily understood. Look for safety labels &
follow them. Plastic wrappings on toys should be discarded at once before they become deadly playthings.

General Guidelines: Play is most valuable when adults become involved and interact with children during play, rather
than simply providing the toys or supervising the activity.

Safety Rules: Remember that children of all ages are at risk for toy-related injuries. 1) Avoid toys with sharp points or
edges, toys that produce loud noises, and projectiles (such as darts). Improper use of these toys could result in serious ear
& eye injuries. 2) Toys with strings, straps or cords longer than 7 inches can unintentionally strangle children and should
be avoided. 3) Electrical toys are a potential burn hazard, so avoid them for children under the age of 8. 4) Ride-on-Toys,
skateboards and in-line skates go fast & falls can be deadly. Helmets & safety gear should be sized to fit. 5) For children
younger than age three, avoid toys with small parts, which could cause choking. 6) Check all toys periodically for breakage
and potential hazards. A damaged or dangerous toy should be thrown away or repaired immediately. Edges on wooden
toys that might have become sharp or surfaces covered with splinters should be sanded smooth. Avoid using leftover paint
when repainting toys and toy boxes, unless purchased recently. Older paints contain more lead than new paint. Examine
all outdoor toys regularly for rust or weak parts that could become hazardous. 7) Teach children to put their toys safely
away on shelves or in a toy chest after playing to prevent trips and falls. Toy boxes, also should be checked for safety.
Use a toy chest that has a lid that will stay open in any position to which it is raised, and will not fall unexpectedly on a
child. For extra safety, be sure there are ventilation holes for fresh air.

Protecting children from unsafe toys is the responsibility of everyone. Careful toy selection and proper supervision of
children at play is still — and always will be — the best way to protect children from toy-related injuries.

Parish Nurses — Nancy & Pam



Winter Blah Blaster

r) Are those long, dark winter days something you dread? Then join the fun and learn to
3

¥ l|\ ;7, make a Mystery Quilt with the Needle and Thread group. They will be starting a Mystery
‘\%"f’ Quilt project in January. This will be something you can make, take home, and snuggle up
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with on those cold February days. All skill levels are welcome, from beginner to pro and
everyone in the middle.

-

Don't know how to buy fabric? We will be going on a group shopping trip to buy fabric for our projects. We
have lots of coupons saved just for this big day. Of course, out to lunch is mandatory for this trip! Don't
know how to sew? Some of the best seamstresses in Alexandria will be on hand to guide you through every
step.

The pattern for the Mystery Quilt will be given out in clues. Complete one clue to get the next. The
excitement will build as you start seeing your quilt come together and look forward to the surprise at the
finished project.

We will be meeting every Wednesday in January, starting with our shopping trip on Q(}
the 5. Meet at church at 9:00 am on January 5 for our shopping trip. Then back \%

to church to cut and sew. Additional weekdays can be added if there is interest.

Contact Vi Hiser or Donna Crousore with questions and to let them know of your
participation. They will give you the first clue.

Board of Christian Education Thanks You

Thanks to all of our church family who donated candy for our first "trunk or treat" held at Cox's parking lot on
October 30th. We had a great time passing out candy. | think the 400+ kids who trick or treated to our line
of vehicles had fun too! Let's do it again. We hope you can join us next year.

We also had a great time at our children's fall party. Everyone enjoyed a wagon ride in the dark with singing
and fun! The dinner was tasty — thanks to the cooks and those who helped in the kitchen. We had a
cupcake walk where everyone had a chance to win a sweet snack. Our other games showed the children's
friendly competitive spirit. About 30 happy kids went home with a pumpkin bucket for their own trick or
treating.
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YOUTH NEWS

Merry Christmas!

The month between Thanksgiving and Christmas is my favorite time of the year. Sure the presents are
nice, and the food is amazing, but it's the spirit of the season that | like best.

With the holiday season approaching it means that things are getting busy for various ministries in the
church. In the youth and children’s ministry it will prove to be a busy season as well. Below is a list of
things coming up in December for the youth and children’s ministry:
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Wednesday December 15t —Caroling inside the church.

Saturday December 3 —Christmas Parade at 6:00 p.m. The youth and Children will hand out
candy canes and tracts along the parade route. Have your child present at the parade line-up at
5:30 p.m. Call Rob for additional information.

Saturday December 11th - a birthday party for Jesus at 4:00 p.m. (children preschool thru 5t
grade). The party will take place in the youth room. Please bring a gift for Jesus. Your gift will go
to a needy child in our community.

Friday December 17t at 6:00 p.m. —Youth Christmas Party. Bring a gift to pass along.

Sunday December 19t at 6:00 p.m. — youth will be caroling to shut-ins at the nursing home.
December 29-31st— Youth Gatlinburg trip.

| have a personal request for everyone. We have five students who would love to go on this life changing
trip, but due to financial circumstances are unable to pay. If you are able in any way to help these students
out, | know they would greatly appreciate it. Any amount will help.

[n Him,

Pastor Rob

| drends c¢cl asses an

Sunday Mornings: Sunday Night: Wednesday Night:
Sunday School -9:15 Nursery Provided Nursery Provided
Children’s Church - 10:30  Youth 60-126:15-7:30  Youth Small Groups (Grades 6"-12")

6:30-7:30




Merry Christmas
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MINISTRIES

Angel Food Orders for December are due by noon, Wednesday, December 8th.
First Baptist Church will take orders during regular business hours,
M-F, 8am — noon at the church office.
All orders must be picked up on Saturday, December 18" 9 — 10 a.m.at First Baptist Church.
Any food not picked up will be donated to a family in need.

CHURCH STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Rev .Dr. Michael Deutsch, Senior Pastor
mishana826@yahoo.com

Doug Henkelman, Associate Pastor
txxhenk@yahoo.com

Rob Bratcher, Youth & Children’s Pastor
ribratcher@yahoo.com

Rita Carter, Office Secretary
ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net

Please feel free to use the e-mail addresses
for church and family related communication.
No junk e-mail please.

CHURCH WEB SITE:

WEAVEN’S WEARHOUSE

Aministry of Church Street Commons

Offering gently used clothing and toys for those in need.

Operating Hours: Location:
202 W. Church St./Canal St.
Monday 64 to 7 p.m. Alexandria, IN

Tuesday 99:00 a.m. to Noon (Annex of Old Baptist Church)

www.alexfbc.com December 13t
11:30 61:00
NnGo tme owor |l d and Dbe
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