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Michael’s Musings

On January 12t we held our annual planning and organizational meeting. During this meeting | presented
what | believe is the best definition of a team. It comes from a very powerful book by Robert Quinn called
“Deep Change.” On page 160 he gives the following definition of TEAM. He wrote,

A team is an enthusiastic set of competent people who have clearly defined roles,
associated in a common activity, working cohesively in trusting relationships, and
exercising personal discipline and making individual sacrifices for the good of the team.

| believe one of the reasons this resonates with me is because | see the church working according to this
definition. Imagine yourself being part of a committee or board or team (I don’t care what you call it), but
you operate in such a manner that everyone is willing to make sacrifices so the organization (FBC) can
thrive. People are willing to gain more education, they are willing to share their concerns because they trust
the group, they are practicing spiritual disciplines, they understand their role within that group and within the
larger organization; and you are enthusiastic or passionate about what you are doing!

Wouldn't it be great to be part of a TEAM that operated like that? What is your role in accomplishing the
mission of the church? Do you want to be on a TEAM? Are you a team player or a lone ranger?

The church needs people who are willing to serve. When it is something you want to do, something you
believe you are called to do, you will make a difference in the lives of others, but not only in the lives of
others, but your life will forever be changed. Isn't that great . . . isn't that what you want?!

If you don’t know where you fit in at FBC, then call me or come and see me, and | promise you, we will find
a place for you to serve, to be passion filled and to celebrate the joy and power of Christ in your life!

See you Sonday,

Fastore Michael

Reminder - - - Beginning January 31 | will be preaching a 4 week sermon series about forgiveness. You
will not want to miss this series! It will be life changing, especially week 4!



Mighty to Save

Savior, He can move the mountains. My God is Mighty to save, He is Mighty to save.
Forever, Author of salvation, He rose and conquered the grave. Jesus conquered the grave.

CCLI Song No. 4591782: Ben Fielding/Reuben Morgan;
© 2006 Hillsong Publishing, CCLI License No. 659962.

To the Faithful Alexandrians,

We have learned a song from the Hillsong Church, the same group of believers that have given us
“Shout to the Lord” and “Worthy is the Lamb.” In his book, the prophet Zephaniah said, “The Lord your
God is with you, He is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love,
He will rejoice over you with singing” (Zephniah 3:17).

Mi ght y Wiatcosldthis ©ld Testament prophet be talking about? It could be a foretelling
of the power of the gospel to bring hopeless, lifeless souls into a transforming encounter with Christ.
Maybe He is referring to the sheer momentum by which God is building His church, a power so great
that the gates of hell cannot prevail. Or maybe Zephaniah was speaking of God’s heart for redeeming
those from every tongue and tribe and nation. As | continue to sing this song, | am so grateful that by
His might, God chose to save me! It's hard to understand why a God who can move mountains would
choose to focus His strength on redeeming the very souls who have so deeply offended Him.

That is the heart of the gospel: God, (who is Himself Unconditional Love) is so strong, so mighty and
He chooses to save us. Everyone needs this compassion, this mercy, this forgiveness, this kindness,
this hope, this LOVE. God takes us just as we are-—all our fears and failures, and fills us with
everlasting life! We surrender our lives to Him in thankfulness of what He has done for us. The end
result of it can be an echo of the words of Peter and John in Acts 4: we cannot help speaking about
what God has personally done for us! God conquered the grave through His Son, Jesus Christ! We
shine His Light and let the whole world see the Truth! We sing and shout the Good News, from the
rooftops to the internet!

This new chorus just touches the surface on what God does for you.

God will take great delight in you. In me??? YES!!!
God will quiet you with His love. In your day-to-day life, do you need that? YES!!!
God will rejoice over you with singing.

So excited about your potential that God sings over you? YES!!!

My God is Mighty to Save!

See you Sunday if not sooner!

Pastor Doug txxhenk@yahoo.com
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Isn’t it a breath of fresh air to know, all you have to do is call out to the Lord, and He will answer
you. It may not be the answer you want, but it's the right answer none the less.

A few weeks ago the youth had the privilege of attending the Xtreme youth conference in Pigeon
Forge, Tn. We took a total of 14 with us on this trip. | had the privilege of seeing every youth that
went to the conference, call out to the Lord, and make an eternal decision for Christ. What an
awesome three days we had getting on a mountain top, and worshiping our Lord.

| want to personally thank David and Debbie Holmes for giving their time to make this trip possible.
| could not have done it alone. | also want to thank all of those who sponsored youth that otherwise
would not have been able to afford this trip. Your investment has made an eternal difference.

In Christ,
PastorRob

Sunday, February 14th at 5:00 p.m.
the youth will be hosting the
Annual Valentines Banquet

at First Baptist Church.

The proceeds will he

our youth trip this summer. B
calendar and help support
| believe will be a life




"My Turn in the Nursery"

Last Sunday was my turn in the nursery to work.
My heart wasn't in it, and my feelings were hurt.
A chil d and his mother did not want to part,
and cried a lot with its broken heart.
| prayed that soon the hour would end,
that | could relax - no more children to tend.
Soon the hour was over - it felt good to be free.
| said once a month was too much for me!
That very next Sunday, as | sat in the pew,
a very good sermon, but visitors were few.
Down came a woman and her soul was saved,
and she was the mother of the crying babe.
Then it dawned on me that | had been a part
of one being saved - she was giving God her Heart.
From that day on, | would never dread working
in the nursery - while souls were being fed.




From the Board of Christian Education

Thank you goes out to Tammy Chastain and Jan McClead for your service to the Board of Christian
Education. Welcome to Tim Smith, our new Sports Ministry chairmen, Beth Thompson, our new Adult
Works chairperson, Linda Smith, the new children works chairperson of preschool, and Elaine
Bronner, the new children's works chairperson in charge of the nursery. We look forward to a great
year of ministries and activities.

Coming to a Baptist church near you ... Hoops basketball program for children, children's travel
around the world, and volleyball exclusively at FBC (First Baptist Church). If you would like to be
involved in any of our exciting activities or ministries, please talk with Pastor Rob, Jill Thomas, or any
other Board of Christian Education member.

Ministry opportunities waiting for you:
9 preschool teaching during church,

9 nursery babysitters during Sunday School and church
9 children's helpers on Wednesday and Sunday evenings

Please see Jill Thomas or Rob Bratcher
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What Valentine Can | Give Him?

What can | give to Jesus
On this special
How can | tell
And follow Him, come what may?
v How can | show | need Him?
Should | send a red heart, with lace? [
How can | thank Him enough
For his sacrifice, love and grace? v
What Valentine can | give Him,
My adoration to impart?
I 61 1 give to Him what Hg

Il 611 yield to Him my

By Joan na Fuchs
Poemsource.com
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Mind Reminder from your Parish Nurses

" , Abuse and Abusive Relationships

This is not a topic that people like to discuss, but abuse is on the rise in all walks of life.
There are many types of abuse — child abuse, sexual abuse, emotional / psychological
abuse, domestic abuse, etc. Abuse can happen to anyone, yet the problem in many
cases is overlooked or denied. This is especially true when the abuse is emotional /
psychological rather than physical. Emotional/psychological abuse is often minimized,
ye tit can leave deep and lasting scars.

9 Domestic (spouse or child) abuse has one purpose only - to gain and maintain
total control over you. Abuse does not discriminate. It occurs within all age

BOdY ranges, ethnic backgrounds and on all financial levels. Women and children

are more commonly victimized physically, verbally and emotionally, but men
are also abused - usually verbally and emotionally. The most telling sign is
fear of your partner/ parent. Other signs of an abusive relationship include a
partner /parent who belittles you, tries to control you, and then you feel a sense
of selfHoathing, helplessness, and desperation. The first step to breaking free
is recognizing that your situation is abusive.

9 Emotional or psychological abuse chips away of your feelings of self-worth and
independence. Emotional abuse includes verbal abuse such as yelling, name-
calling, blaming, and shaming. It usually escalates over time, often escalating
to physical battery.

9 Sexual abuse is common in abusive relationships. Any situation in which you
are forced to participate in unwanted, unsafe, or degrading sexual activity — is
abuse.

The abuser’s behaviors are not always about anger and rage because he/she does not
‘batter” other individuals. An abuser’s goal is to control you. Abusers use a variety of
tactics to manipulate you and exert their power: dominance, humiliation, isolation,
threats, intimidation, denial and blame.

No one intends to be in an abusive relationship. No one should ever live in fear of the
person they love. Noticing and acknowledging the warning signs are the first step to
ending the abuse. Don’t be embarrassed - GET HELP !

Your Parish Nurses,
Pam Blake and Nancy Chastain



Bountiful Harvest Ministries
Donation & Volunteer Calendar

January & February 2010

Paper Products & most needed
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Napkins

Gift Cards
Gas Cards
Phone Cards
Wal-Mart, Target, Kohl 6s Gi ft

Personal Care ltems
Tampons

Cleaning Supplies
Disinfectant Wipes

Laundry Detergent & Softener
Dish soap

Volunteer Needs

Christian with background in psychology or social work & an ability to
communicate effectively with women and children
Time commitment : 1 hour weekly or bi  -weekly

Office Assistant with organizational skills, ability to use office
equipment & ability to keyboard
Time commitment : 2 -4 hours per week

Ministry Assist ant to use professional skills to answer phone, take
messages, sort/organize/log donations, & more.

Information Contact: Sharon Renfr@028l or email
srbountifulharvest@yahoo.com




CHURCH STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Rev.Dr. Michael Deutsch, Senior Pastor

mishana826@yahoo.com

Doug Henkelman, Associate Pastor
{xxhenk@yahoo.com

Rob Bratcher, Youth & Children’s Pastor
rjbratcher@yahoo.com

Rita Carter, Office Secretary

ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net

Please feel free to use the e-mail addresses
for church and family related communication.

No junk e-mail please.

CHURCMVEB SITE:
alexfbc.com

WEAVEN’S WEARHOUS

A ministry of Church Street Commons
Offering gently used clothing and toys for those in need.
Currently accepting winter coats.

Operating Hours: Location:

Monday —4 to 7 p.m.

Tuesday —9:00 a.m. to Noon Alexandria, IN

(Annex of Old Baptist Church)
Head of Operations: Marilyn Pierce, Lutheran Church of Our Blessed Savior

CHURCH STREET COMMONS

February 8th —11:00 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.
$6.00 per person

Proceeds go to Heaven’
and Church Street Commons

202 W. Church St./Canal St.
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