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Michael’s Musings 

 

Slacktivism: Do I have it?  Is it contagious? 

Yes, you may have this dreaded dis-ease and I believe it is contagious.  But what is slacktivism?  

I recently read an article from the May 2010 issue of Fast Company Magazine which spoke 
„slacktivisim.‟  It‟s a combination of two words, (slacker + activism = slacktivism) and it's not meant as 
a compliment.  A slacktivist is someone who seeks to do good without having to do much at all.  It's 
inch-deep activism that you can do from the comfort of your own couch. 

The word is considered a pejorative term that describes "feel-good" measures, in support of an issue 
or social cause, that have little or no practical effect other than to make the person doing it feel good. 

So . . . what does that have to do with the church?   

Firstly, I‟m not criticizing people who try to make the world a better place.  I‟m also not judging anyone 
who has participated in what might be considered slacktivism.  I‟ve also been a slacktivist, as have 
most people. 

What I‟m wondering about when it comes to the church is the manner in which we view our church 
and community.  Ultimately this becomes a reflection of who we are in Jesus, and that‟s the scary 
part.  It‟s easy to throw a few extra dollars in the plate and feel we did our part.  Yes, we need to give 
and that is important (so do don‟t yell!).  However, if that is the extent of our Christian activism, then 
we have missed the point of who and what Christ calls us to be. 

Putting ribbons on our cars, joining Facebook causes and overlays on our avatars are great, but what 
are we doing to literally make a difference in our church and community, all because Christ made 
the biggest difference in our lives. 

He saved me!  He died for me!  He left the perfection of heaven . . . for me!  He was beaten bloody . . 
. for me!  He has forgiven me! . . . Again and again He will forgive me! 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

 



 
  

 The Importance of Worship 

“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.”          Psalm 150:6 NKJV 

To the Faithful Alexandrians, 

I read an interesting story this week about a woman in Kansas City. She entered a Häagen-Dazs store for 

an ice cream cone. After getting it she turned around and found herself face-to-face with Paul Newman, 

who was in town filming Mr. & Mrs. Bridge. (Note to the youngsters: Paul Newman made movies before 

he made salad dressing!) Paul said, “Hello.” His radiant blue eyes caused her knees to shake. She 

managed to pay for her cone, then left the shop, heart pounding. When she regained her composure she 

realized she didn‟t have her ice cream cone. She started back into the store and met Newman at the door. 

“Are you looking for your ice cream?” he asked. She nodded, unable to speak. “You put it in your purse 

with your change,” he said smiling! 

When was the last time your knees went weak, your pulse quickened and your heart was overwhelmed 

with praise to God? If you can‟t remember, self-interest, busyness, or spiritual complacency may have 

seduced you into seeking fulfillment in lesser things. The hymn writer defines worship as “Lost in wonder, 

love and praise.” The Psalmist writes about the whole gamut of human emotion, but he focuses on one 

theme above all others: praise.  

In his last psalm he writes: “Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty 

firmament! Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp! Praise Him with 

the timbrel and dance; Praise him with stringed instruments and flutes! Praise Him with loud cymbals; 

Praise Him with crashing cymbals! Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.ò   

How will you prepare for your praise and worship to Him? 

“See you in September!” After 40 weeks of steady ministry, the Adult Choir will be taking a well-deserved 

break from the loft for the summer. Please take the time with me to thank them for this committed service 

in worship leadership for our church family. We will have a variety of people helping us with Special Music 

in the choir‟s absence. Pray for them as they prepare! 

 

See you Sunday if not sooner! 

Pastor Doug       txxhenk@yahoo.com 
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Michael’s Musings – (Continued from page 1) 

So what?!  What does it all mean?  Frankly, I‟m not sure . . .  

. . . other than the fact that we are not called to sit and do nothing.  We are called to be actively 
involved in the building of our faith, working out our salvation with fear and trembling as Paul puts it in 
Philippians 2:12.  Yet, at the same time we must put the words of James into action, when he 
exclaimed, “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:17). 

I know many organizations who benefit from people clicking their mouse and giving money.  That‟s 
great, it really is amazing what we can do and give because of technology.  Yet, I‟m still troubled.  I‟m 
wondering, „what is God pressing you to do with your resources; with your time, your money, your gifts 
and talents, your belongings, your smile, your grace, your compassion, your faith?‟ 

See you Sonday, 

Pastor Michael 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 2010 GRADUATES! 
Carson Breckenridge ð Frankton H.S. 

Bailey Gorman ð Alexandria Monroe H.S. 

Katelyn Hiser ð Alexandria Monroe H.S. 

Caleb Miller ð Delta H.S. 

 

Teresa Frix  ð  IvyTech Community College  
 Associates of Science, R.N. with honors 

Andy Nichols ð Indiana Wesleyan University 
Master of Arts & Business Management 

Penny Stokes ð Harrison College 
Associates Degree in Marketing 

Erin Smith ð Ball State University 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you feel called to serve? 

The position of Mission Chairperson is still vacant.  If anyone feels called to serve in this Board of 
Christian Education position, please see John W. Breckenridge or any other current board member. 

 

 



 

 

 

  NEWS
 

Summer is almost here.  I for one cannot wait to have consistent warm days, and warm nights, 
listening to nature in all its finest. Summer is usually the time when ministries wind down and cut 
back to make room for their big fall plans. However, in youth ministry summer is a time when you 
have a golden opportunity to do things that you normally would not be able to do like weekday 
activities and weekday mission projects. 

Speaking of mission projects, we are looking for places we can serve this summer and be a 
blessing to. If you know of anyone (who are unable to do it their self) who needs things done to their 
house, or any community projects (such as city wide clean ups) please let me know so I can plan 
our summer of missions. We want to be “light” in our community, and serve as Christ commands us 
to. 

The Florida trip the youth had planned on attending this year is being postponed .The cost was too 
great for this year and we needed a little more time to prepare. So in lieu of the Florida trip we will 
be going to Ohio where we will have a time of worship, serving, and fun. Money that was raised for 
the Florida trip will be used for the Ohio trip, and other weekend retreats we have planned for this 
year.  

As always please pray for the Youth and Children‟s ministries as we continue to serve our Lord. 

In Him, 

Pastor Rob  

 
 Childrenõs classes and activities 

 
Sunday Mornings: 

Sunday School -9:15 

Children‟s Worship - 10:15  

Children‟s Church - 10:45 

 

Sunday Night: 

Nursery Provided 

Pre-k-5th grade 6:15-7:30 

Youth 6th-12th 6:15-7:30 

 

Wednesday Night: 

Nursery Provided 
Children‟s Highpoint (K-5th grade) 
 6:15-7:30 

Youth Small Groups (Grades 6th-12th) 
6:30-7:30 

 



 

  

News from the Board of Trustees 

The Trustees would like to express our deepest thanks to Loisann and John Haron for volunteering 
to take charge of changing the sign in front of the church. The trustees also thank Pam Blake, Kurtis 
and Bethani Herniak for volunteering to serve as substitutes in the event Loisann and John are not 
available to change the sign. 

The Trustees would like to remind anyone who is the last to leave the building at the end of each 
day, they are responsible to make sure the building is closed properly. In recent months many times 
doors are not shut to the upstairs and hallways leading to the Family Life Center. There also are a 
few occasions when the outside doors were not locked. The doors must be shut so the church is in 
compliance with the Indiana State Fire Marshals orders. Closing of the doors will help to prevent the 
spread of a fire to other areas of the building if it should occur.   

If you are the last to leave the building and are not sure what doors to shut and what doors are to be 
locked please review the policy posted at each alarm pad. If you do not understand and need 
clarification please contact one of the trustees so they can help explain the procedure.  

Also if you return one of the vans to the garage please make sure the overhead door is closed, the 
lights are out and the service entrance door is locked as you leave. 

Thank you very much for your help in this matter. 

2010 Board of Trustees 

 

VBS coming to  

First Baptist Church  

Alexandria  

July 25 th  Ĕ 29th  

 
James 1:5 ï If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. (NIV) 

Saddle up for this year's VBS:  Saddle Ridge Ranch – where kids will be ridin' the range and 
roundin' up questions like: "What is God's plan for me?" and "How can I be like Jesus?" At the end 
of the day, they'll discover that God's Word has all the answers. 

 If you would like to volunteer, please call Jenny Martin at (765) 635-7297 or e-mail at 
j.lynnmartin@sbcglobal.net 
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Home “Safe” Home 

 

Be prepared 

¶ Have telephones in easy reach of both your bed and the place you 
sit most often. 

¶ Place emergency phone numbers on or near every phone in your 
home. 

¶ Buy a first-aid kit – keep one at home and one in your car. 

Avoid Fires 

¶ Install smoke alarms & carbon monoxide alarms in the house.  Test them 
periodically & changes batteries at least once a year. 

¶ Never smoke in bed. 

¶ Don‟t overload outlets and extension cords. 

¶ Turn off appliances when not in use. 

¶ Run electrical cords along walls, not under rugs. 

¶ Have fire extinguishers in kitchen & know how to use it. 

¶ Never store flammable liquids such as paint near heating units. 

¶ Keep any space heaters a safe distance from combustibles. 

¶ Have more than one escape route from your home.  Practice these routes with 
your family. 

Avoid bumps, burns, bruises and falls 

¶ Use a step stool instead of a chair to climb to a high shelf. 

¶ Install rubber mats or safety decals in bathtubs and showers 

¶ Keep staircases and hallways free of clutter & make sure there is proper lighting. 

¶ Never go up & down stairs carrying things that could block your vision or put you 
off balance. 

¶ Securely fasten all carpeting and make sure all throw rugs or area rugs have 
non-skid backing. 

¶ Never wear loose clothing near a stovetop while cooking.  Never leave cooking 
unattended.   

Parish Nurses – Pam Blake and Nancy Chastain Do you feel called to serve? 

The position of Mission Chairperson is still vacant.  If anyone feels called to serve in this Board of 
Christian Education position, please see John W. Breckenridge or any other current board 
member. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 2010 GRADUATES! 
Carson Breckenridge ð Frankton H.S. 

Bailey Gorman ð Alexandria Monroe H.S. 

Katelyn Hiser ð Alexandria Monroe H.S. 

Caleb Miller ð Delta H.S. 

 

Teresa Frix  ð  IvyTech Community College  
 Associates of Science, R.N. with honors 

Andy Nichols ð Indiana Wesleyan University 
Master of Arts & Business Management 

Penny Stokes ð Harrison College 
Associates Degree in Marketing 
 

 

 

 

 

 



June Mission Memo 

 

Annual Back-To-School Rally 

Saturday, August 14th 

Help us make this rally a huge success with your donations! 
 
2010 Back to School Donation List 
 
Clorox wipes 
Kleenex 
Socks 
Underwear 
Rulers 
School scissors 
Crayola Markers 
Trapper Binders 
other usual school supplies  
 

We have been informed that because of budgetary issues, classroom teachers will not be 
receiving their usual classroom supplies such as note cards, dry erasers, etc. 

Because of this, we want to start an “Adopt a Classroom” program.  If a Sunday School 
Class or any group that you are part of, would like to participate, you may contact Gerry 
Cloncs at mgcloncs@aol.com or 724-9023 to get on the list. 

Thank you for your involvement in this mission outreach. 

Gerry Cloncs – Mission Team Leader 

Thank   you!     

The Deacons extend their thanks to the church membership for 
the love offering that was taken in April for our Pastoral staff. 

FOR MEAL 
Single size chip packs 
Capri Sun or juice boxes 
Snack size cookies or fruit treats 
 
SCHOOL CLOTHING 
$$$ for Gina to make t-shirts (we 
need about $600) 
Underwear and socks 
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CHURCH STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

  

Rev. Dr. Michael Deutsch, Senior Pastor  

mishana826@yahoo.com 

Doug Henkelman, Associate Pastor 

txxhenk@yahoo.com 

Rob Bratcher, Youth & Children’s Pastor 

rjbratcher@yahoo.com 

Rita Carter, Office Secretary 

ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net 

 
Please feel free to use the e-mail addresses 
for church and family related communication. 

No junk e-mail please. 

CHURCH WEB SITE: 

alexfbc.com 

     

 

 A ministry of Church Street Commons 

Offering gently used clothing and toys for those in need. 

Operating Hours: 
Monday ð 4 to 7 p.m. 

Tuesday ð 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Location: 
202 W. Church St./Canal St 

Head of Operations: Marilyn Pierce 
 Lutheran Church of Our Blessed Savior 

 

CHURCH STREET COMMONS 

 
June14th ð 11:00 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. 

$6.00 per person 

Proceeds go to Heavenõs Wearhouse, Campus Life,  
and Church Street Commons 
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