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Most of you know how much I enjoy watching, coaching and playing sports.  It’s the time of year many 
people enjoy because baseball has started, the NBA and NHL playoffs have begun and the 1st round of 
the NFL draft begins today.  WOW!!  Every night, there is something I can enjoy, just by sitting and 
watching.  But, sometimes watching just isn’t enough, I want to participate.  I want to get out there and 
shoot baskets, hit a baseball out of the park, score a goal . . . which leads me to think about worship.  

Let me ask you a question . . . ―How is your worship?‖  It’s kind of a strange question, yet, I think it hits 
the point.  How is YOUR worship?  I believe we have become passive "participants," which is to say, not 
participants at all.  We expect the worship experience to be something which is brought to us, not us to 
the worship. So, with that in mind, here are 4 (yup, only 4) things which should happen in worship . . . 
and if they don’t, then maybe we’re just being nice and passive spectators. 

1. Your perspective ought to change.  We live in a selfish world, and we are selfish.  We're not "nasty 
selfish," we just think far too much about ourselves.  In a really good worship service, we should 
temporarily suspend our hyper-focus on ourselves and give ourselves over to God.  We should be able 
to take the focus off what songs were sung, the videos, the choir, the prayers, message as if we were 
rating each one and grading the worship experience.  Basically, ask yourself, how did you prepare 
yourself to worship your God? 

How many people would actually say they encountered God and felt His presence?  It should happen—it 
just doesn't happen often enough.  When you go to a sporting event, you go with expectancy.  You 
become involved. You yell, scream, moan, and cheer.  Are you that excited about the hope in worship? 

2. Your pulse should get faster.  At a sporting event, when something good happens, you don’t have 
to guess about the crowds’ reaction.  Remember the NCAA final game in which Butler almost beat Duke.  
The crowds go wild, scream and cheer.  Or they gasp and cry in sadness.   

The cheering and celebration, as well as the gasps produce adrenaline.  Everyone's "action chemicals" 
kick in and they can ride that "high" for minutes afterwards.  When we come to worship we are coming 
into the presence of God . . . and our pulse should quicken.  

 
(Continued on page 2) 

 

Michael’s Musings 



Michael’s Musings – (continued from page 1) 

 

3. Your face should reflect the wonder of where you've just been.  I'm not talking Moses’ face turning 
white from his encounter with God.  I'm simply suggesting that there should be a connection between your 
experience in worship and your appearance after it.  After the game we are full of excited conversation 
about what just happened.  Worship ought to be about great joy – better than fun and far sweeter than a hot 
dog and cotton candy at the game.  After you’ve worshiped does anyone recognize a change in you?  They 
should see something different, but do they? 

4. You ought to know the answer to the question, "Are we there yet?" There is that anticipation which 
builds the closer you get to the stadium.  When you see it, you’re awe struck.  You’re there.  Now it’s time to 
rock the house.  Do you feel that way when you arrive at FBC?   

We ask the question, are we there yet, because we’re so excited about the game.  Are we so excited about 
coming to worship the King of kings and Lord of lords that we can’t wait to get to the church . . . so we can 
―rock the house‖ in the exalted name of Jesus, our Christ, our Redeemer? 
 
See you Sonday, 
 

Pastor Michael 

 
 

Thank you to First Baptist Church and wonderful kitchen volunteers for your 
comfort in our time of need during the homecoming of our stepfather Nathan 
“Jack” Hall. 

Sincerely, 
 Fay Marie Hall 

THANK YOU . . .  

On behalf of our family, thank you to our church family for your prayers, cards 
and hugs during the time we said good-bye to our dads.  This has been a 
difficult time, but the burden has been lightened because of your care and 
compassion for our family.  Thank you for blessing us!! 

 
The Deutsch family 

 

 

 



Begin to simplify your life! 

"Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you'll 
recover your life. I'll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with meτwatch 
how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. 
Keep company with me and you'll learn to live freely and lightly."     

Matthew 11:28-30 (The Message) 

 

To the Faithful Alexandrians, 

With the recent move that the Henkelman’s had in April, Beth Ann and I established the ―Two Year Rule‖.  If 
we haven’t used it since we moved here (March 2008), then we just do not need it! We all accumulate so 
much stuff in our lives. I remember being told when I was in school in the 70’s that we were going to 
transition to a 4-day work week and that there would be more leisure time. In reality the opposite seems to 
be true: we have more gadgets so we can work more and work longer!  

A recent report says, ―We can have it all.‖ And so we work longer, we play harder and we multitask, trying to 
squeeze 31 hours into 24. But that will cost you! The average office worker is bombarded daily with 220 
messages via email, memos, phone, and other interruptions. One in three managers gets sick because of 
information overload. If technology is saving us all this time and energy, why are we so frazzled? When the 
checkout line doesn’t move fast enough or we can’t find a parking space, we have a meltdown. I’m afraid 
that success in the world brings more opportunities for the enemy to run you into the ground. That’s no way 
to live, and it certainly isn’t what God intended for you. 

―Are you tired? Worn out?‖ Look at that passage again from the Message. Jesus is saying, ―Walk with me 
and work with me—watch how I do it.‖ That can be easier said than done: we need a cleansing of the mind, 
a detox for our thinking and then a reprogramming. One author wrote, ―The Lord cannot relieve the pressure 
while you’re in the wrong place at the wrong time doing the wrong thing with the wrong people. If you climb 
the corporate ladder and neglect your family, His hands are tied because your priorities are out of order. 
When you’re in God’s will you can work hard, but travel light! He’ll carry your burdens and take the weight. 
Simplifying your life may mean working fewer hours, scheduling downtime and investing more into your 
loved ones. Our gifts, assignments, personalities and situations are all different, but these principles hold 
true for everyone.‖ Begin to simplify your life, and ask God to help you straighten out priorities. 

―Movin’ on up…to the eastside!‖ I want to thank the church family for all your help in moving us SIX 
BLOCKS EAST to 306 E. Monroe Street! After 3 trips to the Recycling Center with all that cardboard, the 
place is looking more like home! Thank you again! 

 See you Sunday if not sooner! 

 Pastor Doug       txxhenk@yahoo.com 

mailto:txxhenk@yahoo.com


  

 NEWS 

 
2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with 
all longsuffering and teaching. (NKJV) 

Paul tells young Timothy in this writing that we need to be ready to take on the world for the cause of 
Christ! In 1Peter 3:15 we read, ―But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give 
a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 
(NKJV)  

Being ready to give a defense has been on my heart for a while. The culture today seems to be moving 
away from God, and in a lot of cases seems hostile to Him. The Lord has placed a burden on my heart 
to make sure the youth in our church are ready and prepared to defend their faith. 

We are getting ready to start our Africa (Gratefulness) trip on Wednesday night for the children. I think 
the children and the leaders are having so much fun on Wednesday.  

On Wednesday night for the youth, we are continuing our small groups and I hear that things are going 
real well. We are going through the basics of the Christian life. As I said earlier I want to make sure 
they are prepared for the real world, a world that does not love their Savior.  

Continue to pray for the Youth and Children’s ministry in our church. I pray that God will rise up a 
generation that will carry out His cause. 

In Him,  

Rob 

 
 
Sunday Mornings: 
Sunday School-9:15 
Children’s Worship- 10:15 
Children’s Church- 10:45 

 

 

Sunday Night: 
Nursery Provided 
Pre-k-5th grade 6:15-7:30 
Youth 6th-12th 6:15-7:30 

 

Wednesday Night: 
Nursery Provided 
Children’s Highpoint (K-5th grade) 6:15-7:30 
Youth Small Groups (Grades 6th-12th) 6:30-7:30 

 



 
 
 

   

VBS coming to  

First Baptist Church  

Alexandria  

July 25 th  Ĕ 29th  

 

This is your t ime to make a dif ference in the l i fe of  a chi ld! 

 

James 1:5 – If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 
(NIV) 

 

Saddle up for this year's VBS:  Saddle Ridge Ranch – where kids will 
be ridin' the range and roundin' up questions like: "What is God's plan 
for me?" and "How can I be like Jesus?" At the end of the day, they'll 
discover that God's Word has all the answers. 
  
If you would like to volunteer, please call Jenny Martin at (765) 635-7297 or e-mail at 
j.lynnmartin@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Wanted:  

People to assist in creating and presenting 
Media Shout, our presentation software for 
Sunday Morning Worship. Our goal is to 
have a minimum of 4-6 people to commit to 
this ministry no more than once a month. 
Please see Pastor Doug to join the team! 
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May Mission Memo 

 

We are excited to share details from our first organizational 
meeting for the 2nd annual Back to School Rally which will be 
August 14th.  Area churches are once again on board, with a 
couple of new ones this year, to help with the event.  We will start 
collecting items this month.   

 

Last year’s experience was such a wonderful out-reach, it truly makes a difference in our 
community.  Central office told me that people are already asking about the rally.  God is 
good, but you are needed to give even more than you did last year.  Now is the time to 
start watching for sales and buying supplies. Please join us in this important community 
project. 

The month of May will also offer us another 5th Sunday event.  The Sunday School classes 
will begin with a joint lesson. After church there will be our usual, yummy pitch in…oops, I 
mean pot luck.  The fellowship and food is always wonderful, but remember it was 
designed to further help provide financial support to our missionaries.  The JOY class will 
host this event. 

Please use your gifts, talents and resources to get involved in His work, but most 
importantly pray that we are doing what He has planned for us to do.  This month, 
specifically pray that the area churches build enthusiasm and support for the Bach to 
School Rally.  Watch for donation lists on the mission table and in the bulletin. 

Gerry Cloncs – Mission Team Leader 

 

Senior Adult Days at FBC Alexandria 

A huge success! Pastor Michael shared his conversion story from being a Jew to 
Christianity, Pastor Rob challenged seniors to bridge the generation gap and become 
involved with the youth, Pastor Doug did an outstanding job as our worship leader, Woody 
and Vonnie Wright entertained us with laughter and music, special music by Mike Owens 
and Kevin Garner, as well as a fantastic meal served by our resident catering team was 
enjoyed by everyone. We had a great attendance with approximately 250 registered 
guests! 

Thanks to all who made this memorable event  possible, the staff, the planning committee, 
the kitchen team, the decorating team, and our hosts,  just to name a few.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Always wear a bike helmet even for short rides.  A bike helmet will provide 
protection for your head and brain in case you fall down.  Your bike helmet 
should be worn level and make sure it covers your forehead. 

¶ Make sure your bike is the right size for you 

¶ Make sure your seat, handlebars and wheels fit tightly 

¶ Check your chain and oil it 

¶ Check your brakes – make sure they work – kids need foot brakes 

¶ Check your tires – make sure they are inflated properly 

¶ Wear bright clothing and make sure the bike has multiple reflectors 

¶ Wear proper foot wear – no flip flops, sandals or go barefoot 

¶ Keep an eye on the road ahead for obstacles 

¶ DO NOT WEAR HEAD PHONES 

¶ Obey Road Rules 
- Always ride with 2 hands on handlebars 
- Ride on the right side of the road 
- Cross the street at intersections, looking both ways. 
- Obey traffic signals 
- Ride single file with friends 
- Use hand signals when making a turn 

 
Happy biking! 
 
Parish Nurses – Nancy Chastain and Pam Blake 

 
 

Thank you to First Baptist Church and wonderful kitchen volunteers for your 
comfort in our time of need during the homecoming of our stepfather Nathan 

“Jack” Hall. 
Sincerely, 

 Fay Marie Hall 
THANK YOU . . .  

On behalf of our family, thank you to our church family for your prayers, cards 
and hugs during the time we said good-bye to our dads.  This has been a 
difficult time, but the burden has been lightened because of your care and 

compassion for our family.  Thank you for blessing us!! 
 

The Deutsch family 
 

 

 

 

 

Itõs a beautiful day ð the sun is shining birds are chirping.  Hey!  
Letõs go for a bike ride!  But wait!  Do you know how to stay 
safe on two wheels? 

 

Bike riding is lots of fun but accidents happen, over 300,000 
kids visit the emergency room due to bike injures every year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

CHURCH STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

  

Rev.Dr. Michael Deutsch, Senior Pastor 
mishana826@yahoo.com 

Doug Henkelman, Associate Pastor 
txxhenk@yahoo.com 

Rob Bratcher, Youth & Children’s Pastor 
rjbratcher@yahoo.com 

Rita Carter, Office Secretary 
ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net 

Please feel free to use the e-mail addresses 
for church and family related communication. 

No junk e-mail please. 

CHURCH WEB SITE: 

alexfbc.com 

     

Operating Hours: 
Monday ð 4 to 7 p.m. 

Tuesday ð 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

 

Location: 
202 W. Church St./Canal St. 

Alexandria, IN 
(Annex of Old Baptist Church) 

 
 
 
 

A ministry of Church Street Commons 
Offering gently used clothing and toys for those in need. 

Currently accepting winter coats. 

 

Head of Operations: Marilyn Pierce, Lutheran Church of Our Blessed Savior 

CHURCH STREET COMMONS 

 
May 10th ð 11:00 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. 

$6.00 per person 

Proceeds go to Heavenõs Wearhouse, Campus Life,  
and Church Street Commons 
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