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ALEXANDRIA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Michael Musings . ..

Do you ever feel life is moving too fast? It seems that way to me. Summer seems like it just ended and here
we are talking about Thanksgiving and Christmas. Before we know it, we'll be writing 2010, not 2009; then
we'll be talking about the school year coming to an end.

Are we ready for the holidays? Will we celebrate them in a way which brings honor and glory to Christ, or will
we become so consumed with the holidays, that there will be no room in the inn for Christ in our heart, soul,
mind and body?

We've seen the world change in our lifetimes, and the world will continue to change at break-neck speed, like
it or not. So, how do we handle the changes, those we choose and those that choose us? The answer is
simple, the way is more difficult. The answer is Jesus. How do we portray Christ to the world in the midst of
change, in the midst of personal struggle, in the midst of sickness and in the midst of a sinful world?

We are called to be light bearers. Wherever we go we must demonstrate that Christ is real. He’s not some
imaginary friend; he’s not some afterthought when we're bored. He must be our first thought, our first love, our
firstword . ... The world is hurting, the world is longing for something better and we have the answer . . . His
name is Jesus. So, when life gets to you, along with everyone else, will you be a light bearer and demonstrate

the reality of Jesus to those who only know about reality television?

We are called to make a difference because Jesus made a difference in our on't receive what we deserve.
Both are free gifts from God, they empower us and release us from condemnation. So, as you move into the

holiday season, | pray that you and | can be lights to the world, because God sent The Light into the world, to
save you and to save me. That’s a great gift, which needs to be shared with the world.

See you Sonday,

Fastor Michael



Spiritually CCCOLD?

everything He might have the supremacy® ¢

To the Faithful Alexandrians,

| am writing this in mid October, although the weather outside already feels like

November! Maybe it should be spelled “Novembrrrrrr!” | am having second thoughts

about buying Purdue football tickets for the October 24 and November 14 games and

sitting in a nice cold stadium! (The football team has not done well this year, but Paul's All-American
Marching Band is always a winner!) So | got the old winter coat out today!

Will attending church keep you from growing “spiritually cold?” Usually staying away from church is part of
the trend that includes possibly a lack of a regular time of prayer, devotions, along with Bible reading and
study. We have used the example of coals in the past: one coal all by itself will grow cold quickly because
it's not getting the heat from all the other hot coals. (That’s assuming there are hot coals around!) And yet
staying “hot for God” ultimately is not up to your attendance. There is truth in the saying, “Hanging out a lot
in a garage does not make you turn into a car!” Hanging out a lot in a church does not necessarily turn you
into a Christian.

The point is this: what do you do with the Message of Christ and His Heavenly Father when you hear it at
church? Do we come with expectations for the church to satisfy our needs, or do we come with joy and
urgency to see what God is going to do next?

Do we ask, “What can | GET out of this?” or “What can | GIVE Him out of love?

In counseling young couples considering marriage, | used to tell them, “The church is the only one left to
encourage the family.” But really the best answer may sound fairly familiar to you: Christ is the answer! If
the church is working as God intended, then Christ is head of the church! As we hear His Word in His
Church, it should make a difference in our spiritual temperature. We have already learned from the church in
Laodicea that God does not like “lukewarm” Christians. And yet | do not want to be “cold for Christ” either.
Consider His love, consider His grace, and consider His mercy to you and me.

My prayer for me and for the church is,

“Father, what should | be doing today to turn up the heat for You?

See you Sunday if not sooner!
Pastor Doug
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First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you.
(Romans 1:8a) NIV

At the time of this writing | have been on staff here for two weeks. Sarah, Will and | join Paul and say that we
truly thank God for all of our church family at First Baptist. We have been immersed in your love, support and
favor. It truly has been appreciated by the Bratcher family.

In this letter to the church at Rome, Paul uses an interesting phrase. First, | thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you. Paul understood that Christ was the mediator between God and man. Sometimes | think
we view church in the same light. That somehow the youth pastor is the mediator between the youth and the
adults. I want to challenge both the adults and the youth to come together and get to know one another. | am

planning events that will bridge that gap, such as service projects that would help the widows and the shut-
ins. | feel that it is important to do as much for those, who have done so much for us.

Keep the youth and children’s ministry in your prayers as we seek to honor God.
In Him,

Pastor R
Read Through the Bible

Let’s read the Bible together, encouraging one another!

Nov. 8 - WORSHIP Nov. 9 - Acts 16-18 Nov. 10 - Acts 19-22
Nov. 11 - Acts 23-28 Nov. 12 - Rom. 1-3 Nov. 13 - Rom. 4-5
Nov. 14 - Rom. 6-8 Nov. 15 - WORSHIP Nov. 16 - Rom. 9-11
Nov. 17 - Rom. 12-16 Nov. 18 - 1 Cor. 1-6 Nov. 19 -1 Cor. 7-10
Nov. 20 - 1 Cor. 11-16 Nov. 21 -2 Cor. 1-4 Nov. 22 - WORSHIP
Nov. 23 - 2 Cor. 5-8 Nov. 24 - 2 Cor. 9-13 Nov. 25 - Gal. 1-6
Nov. 26 - Eph. 1-6 Nov. 27 - Phil. 1-4 Nov. 28 - Col. 1-4
Nov. 29 - WORSHIP Nov. 30 - 1 Thes. 1-5

Dec. 1-2 Thes. 1-3 Dec.2- 1Tim. 1-3 Dec. 3 -1 Tim. 4-6
Dec.4-2Tim. 1-4 Dec. 5 - Titus 1-3 Dec. 6 - WORSHIP

Dec. 7 - Philemon 1

Dec. 8 - Hebrews 1-2

Dec. 9 - Hebrews 3-4

Dec. 10 - Hebrews 5-7

Dec. 11 - Hebrews 8-10

Dec. 12 - Hebrews 11-13

Dec. 13 - WORSHIP

Dec. 14 - James 1-5

Dec. 15 - 1 Peter 1-5

Dec. 16 - 2 Peter 1-3

Dec. 17 - 1 John 1-5

Dec. 18 - 2-3 John

Dec. 19 - Jude

Dec. 20 - WORSHIP

Dec. 21 - Rev. 1-3

Dec. 22 - Rev. 4-6

Dec. 23 - Rev. 7-9

Dec. 24 - WORSHIP

Dec. 25 - Christmas Story

Dec. 26 - Rev. 10-13

Dec. 27 - WORSHIP

Dec. 28 - Rev. 14-16

Dec. 29 - Rev. 17-19

Dec. 30 - Rev. 20-22

Dec. 31 - How will you apply your Bible learnings in 2010?! How will you be the difference?
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Sunday § December 13
7:00 p.m. (Doors open-at 6:30).

" Limited seating available
for this free event

2107 S. Park Aves
(South of Alexandria on SR 9)

November/December Calendar of Events

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Saturday

Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday

Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Friday
Thursday

November 14
November 15
November 15
November 18
November 21
November 22
November 26
November 28

November 29
December 2
December 5
December 13

December 19
December 20
December 24
December 25
December 31

Community Work Day — Meet at the church at 9:00 a.m.

Final collection day for the Winter Coat Drive (noon)

Final collection day for the Operation Christmas Child (noon)
Fellowship Meal & Business Meeting — 5:30 p.m.

Angel Food Distribution Day — 9:00 — 11:00 a.m.
Community Thanksgiving Service — Chuch of God - 6:00 p.m.
Thanksgiving (church offices closed)

Christmas Tree Decoration — 9:00 a.m.

(Please let Pam Gorman know that you will volunteer to help.)
5t Sunday Dinner — noon (sponsored by the Cornerstone class)
Christmas Carols — 6:30 p.m

All Church Caroling

A Mi d ni @HridstmasQiesentatioro-7:00 p.m.
(First Baptist Choir and Drama Team)

Angel Food Distribution — 9:00 -11:00 a.m.

Community Band Christmas Concert — 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service —6:30 p.m.

Christmas Day (church offices closed)

New Years Eve



2010 SERMON SERIES

We will begin 2010 with a series of messages focusing on one of the most intense issues and feelings
we have, Anger and Forgiveness. This theme will be our focus for the month of January. These
messages will be very practical and should help each of us to identify anger trigger points, ways we
display anger; along with a discussion about what really is forgiveness. You won’t want to miss this
series.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TOALL FROM THE DEACON

We want welcome Rob Bratcher, Youth and Children’s Pastor and his family to First Baptist Church.
The deacons look forward to serving together with Pastor Rob for many years to come. A great big
thank you goes out to the Search Committee for the effort and time that they dedicated to bringing a
new Youth/Children’s Pastor to our church.

We would like to invite the church to a pitch in luncheon following the morning Worship Celebration on
November 15th to recognize Jennifer Crum for her years of work with the children of the church
(sponsored by the Board of Christian Education).

Thank you to Jim Nelson and John Carter for organizing the Ice Cream Social last
month. | also want to thank Jim Nelson, Andy Nichols and Randy Williams for
serving their terms on the Board of Deacons.

John W. Breckenridge
Lead Deacon

MINISTRIES

angelfood

Orders due: Thursday, December 3rd by 9:00 am
Distribution Day: Saturday, December 19th i 9 - 11 am

The December menu is available in the church office, at the Connection Center or on-line.
Orders may be placed Sunday, November 29th following the morning worship celebration,
Wednesday, December 2nd from 6-7 p.m. and at the church office M-F 8 a.m. — Noon
The final day to order is Thursday, December 3rd until 9:00 a.m. or

on-line at angelfoodministries.com. On-line orders are due by Sunday, December 6th.




NETS THANK YOU

First Baptist Church had a great season with our NETS program this fall. We had 43 children ranging
from Pre-K through 5t grade participate. As an added bonus this year we began a relationship with the
Alexandria girls’ volleyball team. They participated in drills, did a demonstration and helped some of the
children learn more about volleyball technique. We thank the varsity coach Ashley Pierce and many of
the girls for helping out. NETS would not be possible without the great help of our many volunteers,
Pastor Doug, Pastor Rob (our new cheerleader), Jill Thomas, Linda and Phil Prophet, Michelle Neese,
Nick Lawrence, David Holmes (taking over 1,000 pictures), Ashley Hiser, Brenda Hiser, Connie
Davenport, Chris Bassett, Makaylea Alberts, Kris Alberts, Morgan Smith, Madison Smith and Vi Hiser.

Each child learned about love according to Jesus, as He told us in Mark 12:30-31 - ¥Love the Lord your

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 3'The
second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.

ADVENT IS COMING

ADVENT begins on November 29. But, what is Advent? Advent is a Latin word meaning "coming." Itis a
time when the church begins a period of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the birth
of Jesus.

There can also be a dual meaning to the word Advent, since it comes from the Greek word for “Second
Coming.” As a result, Advent serves as a dual reminder of the original waiting that was done by the

Hebrews for the birth of their Messiah as well as the waiting that Christians today endure for the second
coming of Christ.

Some topics which | will speak about during this season are . . .

Zechariah: "How can | be sure of anything?"

Mary: "Is Christmas still a miracle?"

Elizabeth: "Can | really make a difference in the world?"
The neighbors: "What can faith really become?”

Wise Men: “Where can | find authentic spirituality today?”
Herod: “Is there a religion that doesn't rip you off?”

Give 3% to FBC when you shop!

What a great opportunity from Kroger Stores. See Pastor Michael or stop by the church office to pick up
your Payless/Kroger card, shop and earn 3% for FBC. Kroger will ‘give’ the church 3% of the money we
spend at their stores when we use their gift cards. There are no strings attached, but you must use their
gift card purchased at the church.
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WELLNESS/FAITH COMMUNITY NURSING

ALZHEI MER®S FACTS AND FI GURES

1 Every 70 seconds, someone develops Alzheimer’s
9 Alzheimer’s is the seventh leading cause of death
9 As many as 5.3 million people in the U. S. are living with Alzheimer's

Memory loss that disrupts daily is not a typical part of aging. It may be a symptom of
Alzheimer’s, a fatal brain disease that causes a slow decline in memory, thinking and
reasoning skills. Every individual may experience one or more of these signs in
different degrees. Early detection is important, so if treatment is indicated, it can be
started immediately.

10 Warning Signsof Al z hei mer & s
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One of the most common signs of Alzheimer’s is memory loss, especially forgetting recently
learned information. Others include forgetting important dates or events and asking for the
same information over and over.

Challenges in planning or solving problems

Difficulty completing familiar tasks at home, at work or at leisure

Confusion with time or place

Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relationships. In terms of perception, they
may pass a mirror and think someone else is in the room. They may not realize they are the
person in the mirror.

New problems with words in speaking or writing

Misplacing things and losing ability to retrace steps

Decreased or poor judgment

Withdrawal from work or social activities

Changes in mood and personality

The difference between Alzheimer’s and typical age-related changes:

Signs of Al z hei méelypiakage-related changes

Poor judgment & decision making Making a bad decision once in a while
Inability to manage a budget Missing a monthly payment

Difficulty having a conversation Sometimes forgetting which word to use
Misplacing things and being unable Losing thing from time to time

to retrace steps to find

Parish Nurses,
Pam Blake
Nancy Chastain



Mission Memo

Greetings,

The mission team would like to wish you all a wonderful holiday season.
This time of year can be exciting, yet stressful. Be purposeful in your
interactions with your brothers and sisters in Christ, encouraging and
supporting. Acts of kindness can be the best gifts!

The timing of your receiving this is not certain, but if it is before Saturday, November.14t, please come and
join us in our community work day. We will meet at the church at 9AM. Then return for a fellowship lunch.
Itis such a blessing to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Thank you for sharing the JOY.

November brings another opportunity for foreign outreach with our Samaritan’s Purse project. Isn't it
exciting to watch the smiles of the recipients on the video? If you are not a shopper, but would like to
participate, you can donate to the effort. You may write a check to Samaritan’s Purse with “Shoe Box *
written on the message line or give your donation to a member of the mission team. Our goal is to collect
300 boxes by November15t. Linda and Alan Erwin will be delivering them. Let's make them do several
trips!

Speaking of foreign outreach, it was wonderful to have Jim King visit and share his passion. Recent
happenings in Honduras reinforce the importance of wrapping our missionaries in continuous prayer, not
only for the harvest, but for safety. As we start reading about the first missionaries in bible reading, pay
careful attention to how the Word tells us to support them.

December will be another season of FULL calendars, but start the season with a family caroling time and
white gift giving. The white gifts will be an opportunity for you to present Jesus with a birthday gift to the
church. We will post a needs list for you to choose a small gift that you can purchase, wrap in white paper,
write the name of the recipient, and place on the altar. Specific details will be given in the church bulletin.

December 5t will be our community Christmas parade. The church will have 2 units involved plus we are
decorating a tree for the downtown decorations. If you would like to help with the parade, see Linda Nelson.
If you would like to help with the tree see Kathy Hill. These are wonderful opportunities for us to be seen in
the community.

But most of all, pray, pray, pray, that FBC makes a difference. For additional information please see Linda
Nelson or Gerry Cloncs.

Gerry Cloncs

Mission Team Leader



CHURCH STAFF
E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Dr.Michael Deutsgtsenior Pastor
mishana826@yahoo.com

Doug Henkelmarssociate Pastor
txxhenk@yahoo.com
Rob BratcheYouth & Children’s Pastor
ribratcher@yahoo.com

Rita CarteiQffice Secretary
ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.ne

WEAVEN'S WEARHOUS ¢

A ministry @hurch Street Commons
offering gently used clothing and toys for those in need.

Operating Hours Location
Monday &4 to 7 p.m. 202 W. Church St./Canal St.
Tuesday 69 to Noon Annex of Old Baptist

Please feekk to use thergail
addresses for church and family re|
communication.

No junk-enail please.

Pastor Michaels Blog
http://michaeldeutsch.blogspot.com

Church Website
http://www.alexfbc.com

CHURCH STREET COMMONS

Monday, December 14th ~ 11 a.m. §1:30 p.m.



mailto:mishana826@yahoo.com
mailto:txxhenk@yahoo.com
mailto:rjbratcher@yahoo.com
mailto:ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net
http://michaeldeutsch.blogspot.com/
http://www.alexfbc.com/

