
  

 

Michael Musings . . .  

It‘s really difficult for me to believe that as I write this newsletter article I have yet to play one full round of 
golf this summer.  It‘s not that I want your pity, or a free round, just the simple fact that it seems like 
summer should just be starting; and now I‘m thinking football and Fall, and I know what comes after 
Fall . . . cold weather called Winter. I‘m not ready and don‘t know if I will ever be ready.  

With the fall comes a new season in the church. What slowed down over the summer begins to pick up 
once again. It‘s an interesting metaphor because the fall seems to represent dying and hibernation, yet in 
the life of the church it means a renewal of activities. I‘m excited about what is coming in the fall, even 
though I don‘t know what everything will look like.  I get excited about the unknown, about the mystery, 
wonder and power of the Spirit of God.  How will God work in our midst? Will we use our senses to see, 
touch, hear, or even smell or taste Jesus as He makes His presence know to us?! 

How will we experience the love, peace and joy of Christ? Or will another season of life pass by and we 
wonder if we will ever experience Him? You see, I believe Christ is ever-present, always ready to touch our 
lives, so long as we open our hearts, spirits, minds and bodies to Him.  He‘s ready, but are we? 

As we move into September I will be doing a series of sermons based on Christ‘s Love.  I really believe this 
is going to be a life changing / transformational series.  Not a sappy series about love.  There will be power 
and emotion as we take a look at the basics of Christ‘s love and our total craving and longing for His love, 
which makes us whole. Come and check it out. You will not be sorry.  It starts September 13. 

 

YOUTH and CHILDREN’S NEWS 

I have been meeting with the youth over the past few weeks and am impressed with the possibilities for 
growth, spiritual and numerical. We have some great youth in our midst. Have you looked into their eyes 
lately?  I sense a real longing in their eyes which reflects their heart. They want to fulfill the desires of their 
heart, yet sometimes they are not certain what is in their heart. So, there is struggle and pain; and yes, 
acting out. Yet, I see the hope of who they can become in Christ, which is a new creation, living life and 
experiencing the joy of who Christ has called them to be - 100% unique individuals. The youth gave me so 
many potential talk topics of issues they are dealing with that I could talk for one year about the issues 
which are prevalent in their lives. 

Over the fall months we will be meeting on Sunday at 6:15 P.M. (note the new time) and on Wednesdays 
at 6:30 P.M. We are in the planning stages of having a Lock-In, doing a service project within the 
community and having other fun opportunities to play and to grow as a group. 

Our Children‘s ministry will begin on Sunday, September 20th. We are looking at our Children‘s ministry 
and seeking to have a uniform program, in which all groups will be talking about the same topic on the 
same night. We are looking into AWANA and other ministry programs to help equip and train all of our 
children‘s leaders. This is an exciting time in our church. At our last Junior Church there were over 20 
children present. Now to get those children to the church at night would be so cool! It‘s up to the parents 
and even grandparents to get the kids here.  

 

     THE BUGLE  

 

“Sound the Call” 
ALEXANDRIA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH Volume 2 Issue 9 September 2009 

 



Striving for Excellence? 

 

“I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God.”  

Philippians 3:14 

To the Faithful Alexandrians, 

Beth Ann and I dropped off and moved Paul to Purdue this past Sunday (with help from Nick 
Lawrence, and Phil Chastain with his big red pick up!). As I write this, Paul is in the middle of 
Purdue Marching Band Camp, hoping for a spot in the “All-American Marching Band!” He has been 
practicing all summer on a rented Mellophone to get ready for this moment. I listened outside an 
office door to his playing audition, and that got him the opportunity to practice ALL week long trying 
to make the band, from 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.!   

I heard that former basketball star Bill Bradley attended a summer basketball camp when he was 
fifteen. While he was there, basketball star ―Easy‖ Ed Macauley told him, “If you’re not working at 
your game to the utmost of your ability, there’ll be someone out there with equal ability who will be 
working to the utmost of his ability, and one day when you play each other he’ll have the 
advantage.” Your critics or your competitors should not determine the standards you set for 
yourself. Psychology professor Jon Johnston points out the difference between mere success and 
excellence: “Success bases our worth on a comparison with others; excellence measures us 
against our own potential. Success grants its rewards to the few but is the dream of the multitudes. 
Excellence is available to all living things, but is accepted only by the few.” 

In John 18:19, we read, “The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine.” 
Of His doctrine Jesus would say, “Ask those who have heard me” (verse 21). But concerning His 
disciples He said nothing, because they had all forsaken Him. When asked about our doctrine we 
say, ―Ask those who have heard me.‖ When asked about our discipleship, we can say, ―Ask those 
who know me.‖ Are you known for being lukewarm and having a life with low impact, or can you say 
like Paul, “I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God?” 

By the time you read this we will already know if my Paul fulfills his own potential of excellence in 
making the Purdue Band. As far as I‘m concerned, he is already a winner! He is ―working his 
game!‖ He strives for excellence! He presses toward the goal—in music and in his faith!  

Are we all doing that, especially in our spiritual walk? 

 
See you Sunday if not sooner! 
 

Pastor Doug  

 

See you Sonday, 

Pastor Michael 
 

Sometimes it‘s a struggle, yet the benefit is a child who loves coming to church to be with their 
friends and learn about the gift of life Christ offers all of us. Sunday evenings for the children will 
begin at a new time:  6:15 P.M. 

Why the Sunday night time change?  We want to make church accessible and even a little 
convenient for everyone. We want adults to drop their kids off and hang out at the church, helping 
with the children or youth, or attending the Sunday evening worship.  

In the past, children, youth and evening worship began at different times.  That could be a hindrance 
to coming and staying, thus the change.  I know everyone values time, so come out at 6:15, not to 
drop off your child, but to enter the building to worship and serve the risen Christ!! 
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BRAVO ! 

 
Thank you for what you did to make the Back to School Rally such a 
success!  I am writing this through tears of joy, giving God the praise for 
leading us through this out-reach to our community.  We were the hands 
and feet of Jesus. 

Some statistics:  FBC collected 48 glue sticks, 58 rulers, 130 glue bottles, 157 boxes of crayons, 
28 sets of markers, 50 pencil packs, 2 binders, 1 Trapper. 3 paper packs, 6 cloth book covers, 300+ 
spiral notebooks, 82 pairs of boys socks, 27 pairs of briefs, 64 pairs of girls socks, 51 panties, 50 
Capri Sun, 82 bags of chips, 24 packs of cookies and $500+ for t-shirts. That was the count on the 
Friday after VBS.  After that, backpacks, more underwear, and 300 foil folders.  WOW! 

The night of the rally, we had 220-250 people attend.  We gave out at least 150 backpacks full of 
supplies, plus each child received 2 undies and 2 pair of socks AND 150 Tiger t-shirts were handed 
out.  The beauticians did 33 free haircuts and kids received 150 toothbrushes and toothpaste.  Vi 
reported that she served 800 meals, but I think 250 would be closer count. (LOL)  The extras were 
divided by the school staff volunteers and will be distributed at all three Alex schools. Besides ALL 
the items given away, the children participated in games, enjoyed activities with the police and fire 
department and fun in the castle bouncer, graciously donated by Byerly‘s.  We heard thank you 
from many and received NO complaints.  All the volunteers want to do it again next year. 

My thoughts:  As the reporter from the Herald Bulletin was interviewing me, an epiphany occurred.  
She asked me what the budget was for this event and I told her $0.00.  God did this through the 
generosity of his good and faithful servants.  She asked how much was given away and I said 
thousands.  She also asked how we determined who would receive these items and I told her 
ANYONE who wanted them could have them.  We had a ―Sermon on the mount‖ miracle right here 
at FBC! 

We serve an awesome God who wants to do BIG things through US. Keep praying and making 
a difference.                       
 

Gerry Cloncs 
 Mission Team Leader 

 

 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE!  



Give 5% to FBC when you shop! 

What a great opportunity from Kroger Stores. Pick up your Payless/Kroger card at the Connection 
Center, shop and earn 5% for FBC. Kroger will ‗give‘ the church 5% of the money we spend at their 
stores when we use their gift cards.  There are no strings attached, but you must use their gift card 
purchased at the church.   

¶ You buy the gift card for $5, which has $5 of store credit on the card.   

¶ Go to the customer service desk and pay to have more money put on your card.  

¶ Then shop!   

¶ When your balance is running low, just reload the card.  You can reload the cards at the Service 
Desk before you begin your grocery shopping.  The card may be used for groceries or gas 
purchases.   

¶ If you lose your card, contact the church and your card will be stopped and you will not lose your 
balance. 

 

Thank you to Kenny Hand, Jim Nelson, Bob Stinefield, and 
Tim Watson for the wonderful new cabinets in the room 
next to the kitchen. These will be put to good use by the 
quilters for our Linus projects. Special thanks to Kenny 
from all the quilters and crafters. 

 

 

 

Deacon Data 

The search committee continues to interview candidates for the Youth/Children Pastor staff position. 
They had four interviews in the month of August. With Pastor Michael taking over the Youth/Children 
activities in the interim, the Deacons have assumed the responsibility of leading the Wednesday night 
Bible study. It is a little different than Pastor‘s Bible lesson. We start off with a question about church 
life, and have a short lesson based on the truth. All are welcome to come.  

The Deacons congratulate the Mission Team and VBS Team for their successful Back to School Rally 
and VBS events.   
 

 
 
The Deacons are sponsoring an Ice Cream Social in October. 
Watch for details in the October Newsletter and Sunday Bulletins. 

 
 
  



 

 
 

 

 

 

WELLNESS/FAITH COMMUNITY NURSING 

 

Advanced Directives 

What kind of medical care would you want if you were too ill or hurt to express your 
wishes?   Advance directives are made up of two types of documents that enable you to 
convey your decisions about END OF LIFE care ahead of time.  They provide a way for 
you to communicate your wishes to family, friends, and health care professionals.  It is 
recommended that you fill out both. 

 

1. A living will tells how you feel about care and treatments at the end of life on whether you ACCEPT or 
REFUSE medical care.  There are many issues to address, including: 

a. The use of dialysis and or breathing machines 
b. If you want to be resuscitated if breathing or heartbeat stops 
c. Tube feeding 
d. Organ or tissue donation 

2. A durable power of attorney is a document that names your health and financial care proxy.  This allows 
YOU to appoint a person you TRUST too make decisions on your behalf. 

Big issues confront us when we think about our own death or that of someone we love. Our attitudes and 
beliefs about religion, pain, suffering, loss of consciousness, come into play.  We can let things unfold as 
they may, and for some of us that is exactly right.  For others of us, it is good to plan. 

                                                                Parish Nurses 
                                                        Pam Blake & Nancy Chastain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 12th 

Noon – 4 p.m. 

Alexandria  
Beulah Park  

Sponsored by 
The Body of Christ  

of Alexandria  

 
in conjunction with 
The Alexandria  

Ministerial Association  

 

FREE tickets available at  

First Baptist Church  

 

How Church Growth  Can Happen?  
 

We enable experiences and interactions that 
leave our people saying: 
I love my church 
 
So theyõll tell their friends: 
Youõve got to come check out my church 
 
The friends come. 
We worship Jesus and preach the Gospel 
with excellence. 
 
The friends leave saying: 
I really like this church 
 
Inspiring them to come back again and 
again until they say: 
I love my church 
 
And tell their friends: 
Youõve got to come check out my churché 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Read Through the Bible 

Let‘s read the Bible together, encouraging one another! 

Sept. 1 - Daniel 10-12 Sept. 2 - Hosea 1-3 Sept. 3 - Hosea 4-6 

Sept. 4 - Hosea 7-8 Sept. 5 - Hosea 9-11 Sept. 6 - WORSHIP 

Sept. 7 - Hosea 12-14 Sept. 8 - Joel 1-3 Sept. 9 - Amos 1-3 

Sept. 10 - Amos 4-5   Sept. 11 - Amos 6-7 Sept. 12 - Amos 8-9 

Sept. 13 - WORSHIP Sept. 14 - Obadiah 1 Sept. 15 - Jonah 1-4  

Sept. 16 - Micah 1-2 Sept. 17 - Micah 3-5 Sept. 18 - Micah 6-7 

Sept. 19 - Nahum 1-3  Sept. 20 - WORSHIP Sept. 21 - Habakkuk 1-3 

Sept. 22 - Zephaniah 1-3  Sept. 23 - Haggai 1-2 Sept. 24 - Zechariah 1-2 

Sept. 25 - Zechariah 3-4 Sept. 26 - Zechariah 5-6 Sept. 27 - WORSHIP 

Sept. 28 - Zechariah 7-8 Sept. 29 - Zechariah 9-11  Sept. 30 - Zechariah 12-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What?!?  

You missed the Choir's Welcome Back Dinner?  
 

You can still be part of the Adult Choir!  
We rehearse on Wednesdays @ 7:30 p.m.  
For more information, see Pastor Doug.  

Come join us!  

 

 

Orders due: Thursday, September 10th by 9:00 am  

Distribution Day: Saturday, September 26th ï 9 - 11 am 

The September menu is available in the church office, at the Connection Center or on-line. 
Orders may be placed Sunday, September 6th following the morning worship celebration, 

Wednesday, September 9th from 6-7 p.m. and at the church office M-F 8 a.m. – Noon 
The final day to order is Thursday, September 10th until 9:00 a.m. or on-line at angelfoodministries.com. 

On-line orders are due by Sunday, September 13th. 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER ORDERS 



 

 

 
A ministry of Church Street Commons 

offering gently used clothing and toys for those in need. 
 

 
 
 

 

CHURCH STREET COMMONS 

 
Monday, September 14 ~ 11 am – 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

Dr. Michael Deutsch, Senior Pastor 
mishana826@yahoo.com 

Doug Henkelman, Associate Pastor 
txxhenk@yahoo.com 

Rita Carter, Office Secretary 
ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net 

Please feel free to use the e-mail 
addresses for church and family 

related communication. 
 No junk e-mail please. 

Pastor Michaels Blog 
http://michaeldeutsch.blogspot.com 

Church Website 
 http://www.alexfbc.com 

 

     

Operating Hours 
Monday – 4 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday – 9 to Noon 

2nd Saturday – 9 to Noon 
 

 

Location 
202 W. Church St./Canal St.  

Annex of Old Baptist 
Church) 

Alexandria, IN 
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