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Michael’s Musings

There is so much happening; | am not sure where to start!! That’s a great problem for a pastor to have.
In fact, | feel so overwhelmed at the good which is happening and the good which is about to happen at
First Baptist Church. So, here are some quick updates . . .

» THE STORY - It's kickoff time!! High School football already started and with a win for
Alexandria. College and the NFL are quickly coming. But that's not the kickoff I'm talking
about. I'm talking about The Story . . . our 31 week journey through the Bible. There are so
many people talking about what's happening and the excitement is building for the Launch or
preview Sunday and the actual Kickoff on September 12. Be ready for some special guests,
videos, and unexpected surprises, all designed to lead us closer to Christ. You have been
wonderful as you purchased over 120 The Story Bibles.

As we talk about God's Story and ours on Sunday mornings, remember Sunday School classes
will be focusing on the same scripture, from kindergarten through adults. Then we will look at
the same scripture, but with a different focus during the worship celebration. Opportunities are
so great for family learning and growing deeper in the Bible as we better discover God'’s plan
for our lives.

» M25 MINISTRIES - That has officially begun. We have forms available for you to make a
request for help (which allows us to track your need); and on the same form you can tell us your
skill or talent which can be used to help another person. This is a great opportunity to help
someone or to get the help you need. So, don't be bashful about filling out the form. Needs
such as, changing light bulbs, painting, landscaping, plumbing, electrical, cleaning, etc. can be
listed. Be as specific as possible. This is a great way to demonstrate Christ’s love to one
another within our church and our community.

> FAMILY LIFE CENTER - It was recommended to me that in December we could pay off the
outstanding debt on the Family Life Center. It sounded great and it turns out 300 people /
families x $300 = $90,000. | had to add that up a couple of times to make sure that was
correct. It seemed too easy, yet it's right there. So, we have a target goal in mind, either
before or on December 19, bring your offering designated for the FLC payoff and on that day
we will hopefully be able to celebrate the generosity of God. This is not just about paying off
the building, but about freeing up more money for ministry to occur. So many people have



expressed excitement about this and are already saving up money so they can be part of
giving back a little because of the blessings God has poured into our hearts through the
life of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. If you have questions, see me or someone on the
Finance Team.

And don't forget about the last month. We had a great VBS. We averaged 77 kids every
night, not to mention the adults who were here and all the volunteers. It was a great week
of ministry to the kids. Then we had the Back to School Rally and gave backpacks to
151 children, along with tons of supplies, food and fun. Thanks to all who participated in
these great events. Let's keep it going as we serve and celebrate Christ’s love

Whew! That's it for now. I'm out of breath.
See you Sonday,

Fustore Michael

Anxious for nothing/Pray about everything!

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
Philippians 4:6 (NIV)

To the Faithful Alexandrians and beyond,

| am writing just days before everyone in my family goes back to school except me! There
is a feeling of anxiousness in the air. We took Paul back to Purdue a week early for
marching band camp, and he was anxious about making the band and how he was going
to handle the class load. Vicki Jo was anxious about the first day of school and doing well,
but also if she was going to have the time to do anything fun! Beth Ann is anxious about
juggling time with home, work and school. And what about the guy who isn’t going to
school? He is anxious about paying for it all!



| think we all can get anxious from time to time, and “back to school” certainly qualifies!
When those times come (it's never “IF;”it's always “WHEN!’), we need to be reminded of
Paul's “two-step” to the Philippians. The initial human response for a lot of things can be
to worry, to be apprehensive, to be concerned and to be uneasy. In other words, to be
ANXIOUS! Give those concerns to God. Admit to Him the feelings that He already knows
that you have. Paul even gives us the result in the next verse when we present our
requests to God: “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Sometimes the peace we have in the midst of anxious times is the best Christian
testimony that we have. People outside a relationship with Jesus could ask, “How can you
be ‘so together’ in the middle of what you are going through?” And that is the peace that
“transcends all understanding” that Paul was talking about! Wow, God replaces anxiety

with peace! Now that's a deal. So remember Paul’s “two-step:” step one is to not be
anxious. Step two is to pray! “Peace from God” will be the result!

As we think about prayer, the new M25 Ministry is a great way to answer the prayers of |
NEED HELP” and of “I WANT TO HELP!” That is what God’s Plan for the church is all
about: people helping people! Thank you in advance for all that you do, as well as for all
that you have done.

See you Sunday if not sooner!

Pastor Doug txxhenk@yahoo.com

Deacon Data

The Deacons want to congratulate the Missions Team for another successful Back to School Rally.
We thank Kim Gorman for accepting the position of Deacon for the next 1-1/2 years.

It is time to plan for the Annual Ice Cream Social. The Deacons are sponsoring an Ice Cream Social in
honor of our Pastors for Pastor Appreciation Month in October.. We will be accepting offers to make
homemade ice cream for the celebration. Please contact any of the Deacons to volunteer to make
homemade ice cream.


mailto:txxhenk@yahoo.com

September 2010 Monthly Mission Memo

Thank you, thank you, thank you for ALL you did to make this year's Back to
School Rally another successful community outreach. We were able to supply
about 160 backpacks, filled with school supplies. The children also received
socks, undies and t-shirts. We fed about 200 people a hot dog, chips, a cookie
and drink. The wonderful beauticians cut 36+ heads of hair.

Our VBS was a big contributor: collecting 45 notebooks, 44 folders, 2 trappers, 31 glues, 9 boxes of
markers, 2 3-ring binders, 10 paint sets, 26 scissors, 60 boxes of crayons, 15 packs of glue sticks, 18
packs of erasers, 31 rulers, 4 packs of socks and almost $335 from the penny competition. What an
awesome opportunity to teach our children about outreach!

It was wonderful to host Ric Escobar and to hear about his life changing mission work on Sunday,
August 220,
Ric encouraged each of us with a message about “God of 2n Chances”.

Next we will be looking to Operation Christian Child for November collection. Our church will be the area
collection site this year. Watch the bulletin and the October newsletter for more specifics. Our own
Elaine Bronner will be joining a regional team to work at the NC distribution center.

Please pray for the work of our church. God has a personal ministry planned for each and everyone.
Let the Mission Team know if there is ANYTHING that we can do to support and encourage you as you
carry out

His work.

Gerry Cloncs,
Mission Team Leader
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School is back and with it a new day, a new month, a new year. The clock turns over and the calendar
page flips. Ahead of us is a whole era of successes and failures, of triumphs and trials, of laughter and
sorrow, pressure to be the best in the class room, as well on the field or court. Another page also turns
in our essay called life.

This paper is unlike any other in the history of mankind. While the author is on earth, the transcript
resides in heaven. Every detail of every day is written and recorded. From the time you cheated on your
science test, to the helping hand you lent a neighbor across the street. Each night the page is turned
and a new tale waits to be told with the rising sun, until the last paragraph concludes and the final draft is
submitted.

It is during this time that we find out if we made the grade or if we flunked out. With trembling hands you
place the copy on the desk and await the inevitable verdict. All it takes is one mistake, one slip, one
error, and one sin, to keep you from passing. While you did your best, you know that it is far from perfect
and perfection is all that counts now. Then a life-long friend steps in and interrupts the grading process.
With a quick stroke of a pen, every punctuation error and misspelling is corrected and handed over. Did |
pass or did I fail?

This was not your average pen and no ordinary ink was used. It was the blood of Christ that was shed
on the cross almost 2000 years ago. As you await the eternal decision, God looks up and with a smile
marks an A and says, “Well done, good and faithful servant, welcome home.”

Remember it's not about you, it's all about Him. You must receive his grace.

Please continue to pray for the youth and Children’s ministry as we kick off our fall ministries, and
activities.

Chi | d classe®and activities

Sunday Mornings: Sunday Night: Wednesday Night:
Sunday School -9:15 Nursery Provided Nursery Provided

Children’s Church - 10:30  Youth 6t-12t 6:15-7:30 Youth Small Groups (Grades 6t-12t)
6:30-7:30




Laying a Foundation Retreats

All ladies at First Baptist Church are invited to a special event planned just for you: a time
to relax, a time to share, and a time to be served. Slow down from your normal routine,
connect with your spiritual sisters and maybe discover just who God created you to be.

Something special is planned for each age group, however the age ranges are only a
suggestion. Pick a day that best fits your schedule and join us. The most important thing
is that all women have an opportunity to share in this special time.

Sept 14 (Tuesday) 11:00 to 1:00 Ages 80 to 100
Oct 9 (Saturday) 10:00 to 3:00 Ages 20 to 40
Nov 6 (Saturday) 10:00 to 3:00 Ages 35 to 50
Nov 13 (Saturday) 10:00 to 3:00 Ages 70 to 90
Dec 4 (Saturday) 10:00 to 3:00 Ages 50 to 75

All retreats will be held at the home of Cathy Goins in Pendleton. Carpooling and
transportation will be arranged as needed. To carpool, plan to meet at the church 30
minutes prior to the beginning of the retreat.

Please contact the church office with your reservation by Wednesday of the week you
plan to attend. Also let Rita know if you need transportation or want to carpool.

We can hardly wait to serve you!

Your hostesses,

Nancy Chastain, Pam Blake, Jan McClead, Cathy Goins
Jude 1:20

LABOR DAY PICNIC

Monday; September 6"
Noon- ?

Enjoy an indoor picnic, fellowship,
fun, indoor and outdoor games.

Please bring a dish to share, dinner plates
and eating utensils.




TIPS FOR A HEALTHIER SCHOOL YEAR

Whether you welcome it with glee (no more kids in the house) or
dread (goodbye, lazy days by the pool), school is starting up again.
Here are some tips to help you start the year off right.

Make sure your child’s vaccinations are up-to-date.

Getting your kids vaccinated protects them against common seasonal illnesses such as influenza. To
find out which ones they need and when to take them, take a look at the schedule outlined by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Encourage healthy eating habits.

Eating right doesn’t mean putting your kids on a diet — just making some small changes. Pack lunches
and plan menus around fruits, veggies and whole grains, limit sugary, salty, and high-fat snacks, and
tweak your favorite family recipes to make them a little healthier. For example, instead of serving fried
chicken, try oven-baked chicken. Instead of chips & dip, try veggies

and salsa.

Offer your kids a high-protein breakfast that'll keep them satisfied until lunchtime, a scrambled egg or
peanut butter on toast, for example. Pack lunches with decreased fat snacks such as fruit, low-fat
string cheese or applesauce. If your child has a favorite after-school treat, look for single-serving
packages.

Help them stay active.

The American Cancer Society recommends children and teens participate in at least 60
minutes of moderate-intensity physical activity daily. Limit sedentary activities like computer
games & TV.

***Perhaps the most important thing you can do to help your kids stay healthy is to set an example. If
you're eating right and exercising regularly, chances are they will too.

Your Parish Nurses — Nancy & Pam
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You missed the Wel ¢ o e

You can still be part of the Adult Choir.
We rehearse on Wednesdays @ 7:30 p.m.

For more information, see Pastor Doug.
You are invited to join us!

Choir os

angel/O! d

Angel Food Orders for September are due by noon, Friday, September 17,
First Baptist Church will take orders during regular business hours, M-F, 8am — noon
at the church office and Sunday mornings September 12t and 19t
(We are no longer taking orders on Wednesday evenings.)
All orders must be picked up on Saturday, September 25%, 9 — 10 a.m.at First Baptist Church.
Any food not picked up will be donated to a family in need.

All September Orders will be distributed on Saturday, September 25th, 9-10am.

CHURCH STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Rev .Dr. Michael Deutsch, Senior Pastor
mishana826@yahoo.com

Doug Henkelman, Associate Pastor
txxhenk@yahoo.com

Rob Bratcher, Youth & Children’s Pastor
rjbratcher@yahoo.com

Rita Carter, Office Secretary
ritacarter@alexfbc.comcastbiz.net

Please feel free to use the e-mail addresses
for church and family related communication.
No junk e-mail please.

CHURCH WEB SITE:

www.alexfbc.com

WEAVEN'S WEARHOUS &

A ministry of Church Street Commons

Offering gently used clothing and toys for those in need.

Operating Hours: Location:

202 W. Church St./Canal St.
Alexandria, IN

(Annex of Old Baptist Church)

Monday -4 to 7 p.m.
Tuesday - 9:00 a.m. to Noon

CHURCH STREET COMMONS

Dinners will resume in the fall.
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